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NEW  SENIOR  CENTER  PLAN  SET  FOR  TOWN  VOTE 

The  effort  to  find  a  new  home  for  Shef- 
field's Senior  Center  has  progressed  on 
two  fronts:  developing  building  plans  that 
are  acceptable  to  all  interested  parties  and 
finding  the  funds  to  build  it.  The  center, 
which  has  been  located  in  Dewey  Hall 
since  1978,  would  be  built  on  land  on 
Cook  Rd.  behind  the  American  Legion 
Hall  on  Route  7,  land  deeded  to  the  town 
by  Sheffield  Post  Home,  Inc.,  in  2006.  In 
addition  to  serving  as  a  meeting  place  and 
program  facility  for  Sheffield's  seniors, 
the  Senior  Center  houses  Sheffield's 
Council  on  Aging,  the  town  agency  that 
runs  the  center  and  its  services. 

The  effort  to  find  a  new  center  has 
been  going  on  for  about  10  years.  At 
the  May  2007  town  meeting,  voters 
rejected  a  plan  that  was  to  be  funded 
solely  with  town  funds,  with  no  grant 
assistance.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  then 
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appointed  a  new  Senior  Center  Building 
Committee  to  revise  the  design  and  find 
funding  sources.  The  members  of  the 
committee — Janet  Stanton  (chair),  Peter 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  SLATED  FOR  JAN.  22 


A  special  town  meeting  has  been  called 
for  Jan.  22  at  7pm  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional 
High  School.  Only  four  items  are  on  the 
agenda,  or  warrant,  for  the  meeting.  The 
full  text  of  the  warrant  is  on  page  4. 

♦  A  proposal  to  spend  approximately 
$15,000  for  the  emergency  replacement 
of  the  furnace  at  the  Library.  The  old 
furnace,  which  had  been  working  errati- 
cally, gave  up  the  ghost  in  late  December 
and  was  replaced. 

♦  A  proposal  to  spend  about  $16,800 
as  tuition  for  an  additional  vocational 
school  student.  Under  the  state  education 
law,  the  town  must  pay  tuition  for  children 
living  in  the  town  but  wishing  to  attend  a 
vocational  school  in  another  town. 


♦  Authorization  to  spend  an  esti- 
mated $14,000  for  a  new  phone  system 
for  the  Town  Hall  and  Police  Depart- 
ment. The  existing  system,  15  years  old, 
is  dropping  calls  and  otherwise  showing 
signs  of  failing. 

♦  Authorization  to  spend  approxi- 
mately $300,000  to  meet  the  local  match 
requirement  for  a  Massachusetts  Com- 
munity Development  Block  Grant  to  pay 
for  a  new  Senior  Center.  (See  the  story 
above.)  An  earlier  proposal  was  rejected 
at  the  town  meeting  in  May,  before  the 
Center  was  redesigned,  because  of  doubts 
about  the  design  and  the  wisdom  of  com- 
mitting town  funds  before  applying  for 
the  grant.  — Peter  Rowntree 


Traub,  Grace  Campbell,  Carl  Schu- 
mann, Paul  O'Brien,  Jim  McGarry,  Rene 
Wood,  Bruce  Philbrick,  David  Smith, 
Sr.,  and  John- Arthur  Miller,  director  of 
the  Senior  Center — have  been  working 
closely  with  Joe  Kellogg,  the  town  admin- 
istrator, on  a  new  proposal. 

Plans:  great  room  and  more 

Under  the  committee's  guidance, 
the  architectural  firm  of  Reinhardt  and 
Associates  has  completed  revised  plans  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  on  Aging. 
Design  ideas  were  presented  at  a  public 
information  meeting  in  October,  where 
comments  and  suggestions  were  sought 
from  the  community.  A  second  public 
meeting  was  held  in  December  to  explain 
the  final  design.  John- Arthur  Miller,  four 
other  members  of  the  Senior  Center 
Building  Committee  and  Joe  Kellogg  were 
present  to  answer  questions.  The  audience 
had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  plans, 

Continued  on  page  4 
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The  Berkshire  Children's  Chorus,  based 
at  Dewey  Hall  in  Sheffield,  will  be 
hosting  the  Southern  Berkshire  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  monthly  "Business 
After-Hours"  event,  on  Jan.  10,  5:30pm 
to  7pm.  The  programs  three  choruses 
will  perform  a  few  pieces.  The  event  is 
open  to  the  public  and  refreshments 
will  be  served.  There  is  no  charge. 

The  Berkshire  Children's  Chorus  is 
a  community-based  children's  chorus 
established  in  1990.  It  offers  musi- 
cal instruction  to  motivated  students 
beyond  what  is  provided  in  the  schools. 
There  are  three  choruses  for  students  s 
of  different  ages:  Start-Up,  for  third 
through  fifth  graders,  Berkshire  Chil- 
dren's Chorus,  for  grades  six  through 
nine,  and  Coda,  for  students  in  grades 
ten  through  twelve. 

The  choristers  come  from  18  dif- 
ferent communities  in  the  tri-state  area 
and  represent  nine  different  educational 


settings  including  public,  private  and 
home-schooled  students.  The  students 
must  audition  and  are  selected  regard- 
less of  their  ability  to  pay  tuition. 
Rehearsals  are  held  weekly  to  prepare 
for  various  performances  throughout 
the  year.  They're  designed  to  teach 
musicianship  through  a  performance- 
based  process  that  aims  to  develop 
personal  and  artistic  excellence  while 
enriching  the  community  at  large. 

Rehearsals  are  also  open  to  the 
public.  For  the  Start-Up  and  Coda 
choruses,  they're  held  on  Monday 
evenings,  with  the  Start-Up  chorus 
from  5  to  6pm  and  the  Coda  chorus 
from  6:30  to  8pm.  Rehearsals  for  the 
Berkshire  Children's  Chorus  are  on 
Wednesdays  from  5:30  to  7:30pm. 

For  more  information  on  the  cho- 
rus and  its  programs,  visit  the  website 
at  www.berkshirechildrenschorus.org 
or  call  229-2465  and  leave  a  message. 


See  the  back  page  for  a  special  note  to  our  readers. 
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Community  News 


'FRIENDS'  GROUP  FORMED  TO  AID  NEW  SENIOR  CENTER 


In  anticipation  of  a  new  Senior  Center  building,  a  group  of 
Sheffield  seniors  has  been  working  to  establish  a  nonprofit 
organization  to  raise  funds  to  help  furnish  and  supply  it.  Based 
on  advice  from  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation 
and  with  the  help  of  Harry  Conklin,  Fred  Panitz,  Peter  Rown- 
tree,  Peter  Traub  and  others,  bylaws  have  been  written  and 
approved  and  articles  of  organization  have  been  approved  by 
the  state.  Once  the  Friends  obtain  Federal  501(c)3  status,  it  will 
be  able  to  accept  tax-free  gifts  from  the  public. 

The  fee  for  the  articles  of  organization  was  donated  in 
memory  of  Doris  Traub,  who  died  this  past  fall.  For  many  years 
she  worked  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  Senior  Center,  and 
her  husband,  Peter,  is  an  active  member  of  the  Senior  Center 
Building  Committee  and  chair  of  the  Council  on  Aging. 

The  Directors  of  the  new  corporation  are  Pauline  Schu- 
mann, president;  Inez  Flinn,  vice-president;  Gail  Tighe,  second 
vice-president;  Tom  Tighe,  treasurer;  Norma  Moulton,  clerk; 
and  Sandy  French,  director. 

The  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center  will  serve  a  function 
similar  to  that  served  by  the  Friends  of  the  Library,  Tax-exempt 
donations  will  be  used  to  purchase  equipment,  furniture  and 
other  materials  to  support  and  promote  public  awareness  of  the 
educational  and  physical  fitness  programs  and  other  activities 
and  programs  sponsored  by  the  center.  Although  this  organi- 

STOOKEY  PERSON  OF  THE  YEAR 

Sheffield's  own  John  Hoyt  Stookey  received  the  Person  of  the 
Year  Award  for  2007  from  the  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber 
of  Commerce  on  Dec.  12. 

He  has  had  a  major  impact  on  South  County  and  is  still 
going  strong. 

John  founded  the  Berkshire  Choral  Festival  in  1982.  The 
summer-long  event  brings  together  over  1,300  choristers  from 
the  U.S.  and  other  countries  each  year  for  a  succession  of  week- 
long  rehearsals  and  performances  with  distinguished  orchestras, 
conductors  and  soloists.  This  year,  four  groups  will  perform  in 
Sheffield  and  three  abroad,  in  Vancouver,  Canada,  Canterbury, 
England,  and  Salzberg,  Austria. 

He  also  founded  the  Berkshire  Boys  Choir  and  Landmark 
Volunteers.  The  latter  is  a  program  that  helps  high  school 
students  from  all  over  the  U.S.  to  improve  themselves  while 
improving  the  country  by  undertaking  public  service  jobs  for 
a  wide  variety  of  cultural,  historical,  environmental  and  social 
service  organizations. 

Stookey  was  the  chairman  of  Quantum  Chemical  Corp. 
and  is  the  current  chair  of  Suburban  Propane  LLC.  He  serves 
or  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  a  large 
number  of  corporations,  foundations  and  other  organizations, 
both  profit  and  not  for  profit.  These  include  the  Berkshire 
South  Regional  Community  Center  (he  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers), the  Mahawie  Performing  Arts  Center  and  Berkshire 
School,  in  addition  to  the  Choral  Festival,  Boys  Choir  and 
Landmark  Volunteers.  — Peter  Rowntree 


zation  will  be  a  separate  entity  from  the  Council  on  Aging, 
it  will  work  closely  with  the  council  and  the  Senior  Center 
director  to  determine  how  best  to  use  the  donated  funds. 

Pauline  Schumann  says,  "I  am  excited  that  we  will  soon 
have  a  formal  way  to  promote  public  awareness  of  the  pro- 
grams at  our  activity  center." 

John-Arthur  Miller,  director  of  the  Senior  Center,  adds, 
"Long-time  supporters  like  Pauline,  Inez  Flinn,  Grace  Camp- 
bell and  all  the  others  forming  the  Friends  group  should  be 
saluted  for  their  efforts." 

A  celebration  in  honor  of  the  new  Friends  group  is 
planned  for  the  weekend  of  April  4-5  in  conjunction  with 
the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Mount  Everett  School,  Tom  Ingersoll  and  Neal  Chamberlain. 
A  Canadian  group,  the  Reveillons,  will  provide  a  weekend  of 
traditional  Quebec  music  with  workshops,  concert  and  contra 
dance.  Watch  for  more  in  the  March/April  issue. 

— Ellen  Rowntree 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses. 

Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  T/mes! 


a 


p 


& 


&  Property  4^ 


q; 


*A 


<k 


Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-229-0330   fax  413-229-0399 
residence  413-229-7776 

P.O.  Box  909,  81  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


•  Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

•  Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 


NEW  SENIOR  CENTER,  continued  from  page  1 


North  elevation  oj  the  new  Senior  Center 


ask  questions  and  make  suggestions.  All 
three  selectmen  were  in  attendance. 

At  the  meeting,  Grace  Campbell 
explained  the  plans  in  detail.  The  build- 
ing is  rectangular  to  maximize  space  and 
minimize  construction  costs.  The  space 


will  be  dominated  by  a  "great  room"  to 
give  maximum  flexibility  in  use.  At  30  by 
43  feet,  it's  a  little  bigger  than  the  Dewey 
Hall  main  room  and  can  accommodate 
80  people  for  large  events.  It  will  also  be 
dividable  into  smaller  spaces  by  mov- 


NOTE  TO  OUR  READERS 

As  a  community  service,  the  Sheffield  Association  publishes  the  full  warrant  for 
every  town  meeting  and  mails  it  to  Sheffield  residents.  In  the  past,  we've  published 
a  special  issue  to  do  that,  but  this  time  the  warrant  was  out  in  time  to  include  it  in 
a  regular  issue. The  warrant  for  the  special  Town  Meeting  on  Jan.  22  is  below. 
For  an  explanation  of  the  warrant  items, see  the  story  on  page  I. 


ing  partitions.  There  is  a  plan  to  paint  a 
mural  of  Sheffield's  Great  Elm  on  one 
wall  to  recreate  the  tradition  of  town 
gatherings  under  the  elm. 

Surrounding  the  great  room  are  sev- 
eral activity  and  supply  rooms  as  well  as  a 
kitchen,  a  nursing  office,  a  director's  office, 
bathrooms  and  a  lounge.  At  the  time  of 
the  meeting,  it  had  not  been  determined 
whether  there  would  be  a  full  basement 
for  storage  or  only  a  half  basement  for  the 
air  conditioning  and  heating  system. 

Members  of  the  audience  congratu- 
lated the  building  committee  on  a  "well- 
thought  out  design." 
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In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Sheffield,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School 
on  Berkshire  School  Road  in  Sheffield  on  Tuesday,  January  22, 
2008  at  7:00  P.M.  for  the  following  purposes: 

ARTICLE  l:To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able funds  the  sum  of  $  1 5,000  or  such  other  sum  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  be  added  to  the  Fiscal  Year  2008  Town  Buildings 
and  Properties  budget,  for  the  emergency  replacement  of 
the  furnace  at  the  Library,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  2:To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able funds  the  sum  of  $16,800  to  be  added  to  the  Fiscal  Year 
2008  Vocational  Education  Tuition  budget  for  an  additional 
student  placement,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  3:To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $  14,000  for  a  new  phone  system 
for  the  Town  Hall  and  Police  Department,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  4:To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able funds  the  sum  of  $300,000  or  such  other  sum  as  may  be 
necessary,  for  the  local  match  required  as  part  of  the  town's 
application  for  a  Community  Development  Block  Grant  to 
pay  for  a  new  Senior  Center,  such  match  to  be  contingent  on 
the  receipt  of  such  grant,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN: 

Julie  M.  Hannum 

David  D  Macy 

James  T  Collingwood,  Sr. 


[ulic  I  I.uunini,  chair  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  said,  "I  lie 
Select  Board  is  very  pleased  to 
endorse  the  current  plan.  Id  like 
to  thank  everyone  who  worked 
on  the  new  Building  Commit- 
tee and  also  on  the  previous 
committees,  as  well  as  those 
who  attended  the  public  infor- 
mation sessions  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  provide  feedback.  I'm 
confident  that  we  will  submit 
a  very  strong  grant  application. 
It's  long  overdue  for  this  project 
to  come  to  fruition." 

Funding  via  grants,  town 

The  cost  of  the  project  will 
be  better  known  in  mid-Jan- 
uary, once  construction  docu- 
ments are  prepared.  The  cost 
of  the  plans  that  were  rejected 
by  town  voters  in  May  was  esti- 
mated at  $600,000,  regarded  by 
many  as  unrealistically  low. 

To  pay  for  a  new  center,  the 
Building  Committee  and  the 
town  have  identified  a  grant 
opportunity  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  that  would  fund 

much  of  the  project.  To  obtain  the  grant,       driving.  But  others  are  still  working  and  To  furnish  and  supply  the  new  build- 

local  money  must  also  be  committed.  may  even  need  help  and  services  for  their      ing,  a  new  group,  Friends  of  the  Senior 


Consequently,  a  special  town  meeting  has     own  aging  parents.  He  hopes  the  new 
been  called  for  Jan.  22  to  approve  ear-  center  will  offer  a  range  of  activities  that 

marking  $300,000  of  the  town's  reserve         will  engage  all  seniors  in  Sheffield.  "The 
funds  for  the  project,  contingent  on  the         Senior  Center  is  not  a  nursing  home!"  he 
town  receiving  $600,000  from  the  Massa-     points  out. 

chusetts  Community  Development  Block  If  funding  is  approved,  construction 

Grant  program,  whose  maximum  grant         could  start  in  the  fall  of  2008.  Local 
is  $700,000.  (See  the  warrant,  opposite,        contractors  will  be  encouraged  to  bid  for 
and  the  story  on  page  1  for  more  on  what     the  work.  Joe  Kellogg  says,  "After  several 
will  be  presented  at  the  special  meet-  false  starts,  we're  hopeful  that  this  time 

ing.)  If  the  local  funds  are  approved  by  will  be  the  charm  and  voters  will  autho- 

the  voters,  the  grant  application  will  be  rize  us  to  proceed." 

prepared  by  Berkshire  Hous- 
ing Development  in  Pittsfield. 
The  application  is  due  Feb. 
15.  The  town  should  know 
by  June  whether  the  grant  has 
been  awarded. 

John -Arthur  Miller 
described  the  construction 
of  a  new  Senior  Center  as 
"an  important  move  for  our 
community."  He  said  there  are 
more  than  800  people  over  age 
60  in  Sheffield,  close  to  25  per- 
cent of  the  full-time  popula- 
tion. Some  are  retired  or  living 
alone,  Some  have  given  up 


Center,  has  been  formed.  For  more  on 
that,  see  page  3.       — Ellen  Rowntree 


Warrant  and  plans  online 

More  views  of  the  plans  and  other 
information,  including  the  warrant 
for  the  special  Town  Meeting  can  be 
found  on  the  town's  website  at: 
www.sheffieldma.gov. 


South  elevation 


Community  News 


STATE  DEPT  OF  EDUCATION  TAKES  OVER  SCHOOL  FINANCES 


On  Dec.  3,  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Education  assumed  fis- 
cal control  of  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District, 
mandated  by  state  law  since  the  five  towns  that  make  up  the 
district  have  been  unable  to  come  to  an  agreement  about  each 
town's  share  of  the  budget. 

The  regulations  require  that  the  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion "establish  the  final  budget"  for  the  current  fiscal  year  (FY 
2008  ends  on  June  30).  They  prohibit  the  school  administration 
from  taking  certain  actions  without  the  written  approval  of  the 
commissioner  and  authorize  the  commissioner  to  "undertake 
any  initiatives  that  he  deems  necessary  to  secure  the  financial 
stability  of  the  district."  The  control  will  continue  until  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  or  whenever  the  towns  approve  a  budget  for 
the  subsequent  fiscal  year  (FY  2009),  whichever  is  later.  The 
day-to-day  non-financial  operations  of  the  school  district  will 
not  be  affected. 

The  "established"  budget  is  the  one  originally  proposed  by 
the  school  committee  but  with  a  major  part  of  the  operating 
budget  assessment  being  allocated  among  the  five  towns  in 
accordance  with  the  "statutory"  method,  as  approved  by  Shef- 
field voters  after  much  discussion  at  the  May  town  meeting, 
with  Egremont's  and  Alford's  voter's  subsequent  approval,  also 
after  heated  discussion.  Voters  at  Monterey's  and  New  Marl- 
borough's town  meetings  did  not  okay  the  statutory  method. 
New  Marlborough's  meeting  also  voted  to  set  aside  $100,000  to 
institute  a  lawsuit  over  the  assessment  situation. 

John  Goodrich,  the  mediator  appointed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Dispute  Resolution,  and  the  Dept.  of  Education  held  a 
public  forum  Dec.  10  to  discuss  the  takeover.  It  was  attended  by 
town  and  school  officials  and  some  60  citizens,  as  well  as  State 
Representative  William  "Smitty"  Pignatelli  and  State  Senator 
Benjamin  Downing. 

From  comments  made  there  by  Associate  Commissioner  of 
Education  Jeffrey  Wulfson,  the  state  seems  prepared  to  retain  fis- 
cal control  and  establish  budgets  for  future  years.  He  noted  that 
Sheffield's  legal  position  has  the  full  support  of  the  Dept.  of  Edu- 
cation and  that  the  department  has  prevailed  in  three  lawsuits 
involving  the  same  basic  issue — whether  the  apportionment  of 
a  regional  school  district  budget  based  on  an  alternative  method 
requires  the  approval  of  each  of  the  towns  in  the  district  each 
year,  any  provision  of  their  regional  agreement  to  the  contrary. 
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Despite  mediation  efforts  sponsored  by  Rep.  Pignatteli,  the 
towns  remain  as  far  apart  on  the  issues  as  they  were  last  spring. 
Based  on  comments  made  at  the  meeting  and  afterward,  none  of  the 
town  governments  seems  to  be  very  concerned  by  the  takeover. 

Questions  at  the  forum 

The  forum  had  been  put  off  until  December  to  get  a 
response  from  the  Dept.  of  Education  to  questions  put  by  the 
mediator.  The  most  important  was,  if  the  five  towns  reached 
some  form  of  compromise  (such  as  Sheffield  agreeing  to 
increase  its  contribution  but  not  to  the  level  of  the  former 
"alternate"  method  of  assessment)  for  FY2008  and  later  years, 
whether  Sheffield  or  any  other  town  would  be  able  to  insist  on 
using  the  statutory  method  in  a  future  year.  The  answer  from 
the  Dept.  of  Education  was  "yes" — any  town  can  require  the  use 
of  the  statutory  method  for  any  fiscal  year. 

With  that  response  in  hand,  the  towns  agreed  to  the 
resumption  of  the  mediation  process. 

Wulfson  spent  much  of  his  time  at  the  forum  answering 
charges  from  selectmen  and  others  in  the  audience  that  the 
Dept.  of  Education  had  made  mistakes  in  handling  this  matter. 
He  admitted  as  much  and  said  that  the  department  had  been 
focused  on  the  problems  of  the  large  municipalities  and  school 
districts  rather  than  those  of  the  smaller,  more  rural  communi- 
ties. But  he  reiterated  several  times  that  Sheffield  was  within  its 
legal  rights  when  it  insisted  on  the  use  of  the  statutory  method. 

Several  district  residents  suggested  that  two  events  had  gener- 
ated so  much  anger  and  mistrust  that  it  was  difficult  to  address 
the  issues  in  a  constructive  way.  The  first  was  the  change  in  1998 
from  an  elected  school  committee  to  a  committee  appointed  by  a 
town's  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  second  was  the  Sheffield  Board 
of  Selectmen  declining  last  May  to  reappoint  Catherine  Miller 
and  Marcia  Savage  to  the  school  committee. 

The  change  from  an  elected  school  committee  to  an 
appointed  one  was  part  of  the  settlement  of  the  "one  person,  one 
vote"  litigation  brought  by  Sheffield  to  increase  its  voting  power 
on  the  school  committee.  Then,  as  now,  it  holds  4  of  10  seats  on 
the  committee  even  though  it  has  more  than  half  the  districts 
population.  Sheffield  did  not  achieve  its  objective  of  increasing 
its  voting  power  but  the  Board  of  Selectmen  did  succeed  in  its 
intent  that  the  Board  choose  the  committee  members.  That,  as 
the  court  noted,  was  less  democratic.  The  court  indicated  in  its 
decision  that  it  would  have  approved  some  form  of  an  elected 
committee  had  that  been  proposed  by  the  parties  at  the  time. 
Under  state  education  law,  voters  of  the  five  towns  can  effect 
that  kind  of  change  by  majority  vote  at  their  town  meetings. 
(The  same  court's  approval  might  also  be  required,  a  not  insu- 
perable step  given  the  original  decision.) 

The  majority  of  Massachusetts  regional  school  districts  by  far 
have  elected  school  committees.  Many  educators,  including  the  Dept. 
of  Education  and  die  Massachusetts  Association  of  Regional  School 
Districts,  believe  that  school  committees  should  represent  die  inter- 
ests of  die  community  as  a  whole  and  not  just  the  narrower  interests 
of  local  government.  Comments  at  die  forum  generally  supported 


rliar  idea,  fuliet  I  laasof  Egremont  told  the  Berkshire  Iiaglc/'Wc 
cannot  let  angry  leaders  load  up  our  committees.  This  issue  will  not 
be  resolved  until  we  have  elected  school  committee  members." 

The  Berkshire  Eagle  also 
quoted  school  committee  chair- 
man Herbert  Abelow  as  saying 
after  the  forum, "I  think  [the  five 
towns]  need  to  bite  the  bullet 
and  work  out  a  new  [regional] 
agreement.  With  all  the  rumors 
getting  out,  this  controversy 
isn't  good  for  the  students  or  the 
district.  It's  hurting  us  all." 

Mary  Brazie,  an  Egremont 
selectman,  said  at  the  forum  that 
reverting  to  an  elected  school 
committee  was  one  of  the  topics 
to  be  discussed  in  the  resumed 
mediation  proceedings. 
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MEANWHILE,THE  SCHOOLS  DO  WELL 

Despite  all  the  turmoil,  the  schools  in  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District  seem  to  be  doing 
well.  Mt.  Everett  High  School  ranks  53rd  out  of  3 1 2 
school  districts  in  Massachusetts  in  the  2007  MCAS 
test  results  in  10th  grade  English.  Countywide  it  ranks 
second  only  to  Lenox,  a  much  wealthier  district.  It 
ranks  3rd  after  Lenox  and  Mt.  Greylock  (and  ahead 
of  Monument  Mountain  in  Great  Barrington)  in  2007 
MCAS  results  in  1 0th  grade  math. 

While  still  a  matter  of  concern,  student  enroll- 
ment, which  has  been  declining  since  at  least  2000, 
may  have  stabilized. This  year,  there  are  891  students, 
up  from  876  students  in  2006,  according  to  Superin- 
tendent Valerie  Spriggs. 


Selectmen  meet  with  school 
committee  members 

To  improve  communication  between  the  two  bodies,  the 
Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  town's  representatives 
on  the  school  committee — Jack  Pollitt,  David  Steindler,  Dek 
Tillett  and  Susan  Young — are  meeting  on  the  first  Monday 
of  each  month  at  6pm,  just  before  the  7pm  regular  Board  of 
Selectmen  meeting  the  same  day.  They  held  the  first  of  these 


"working  meetings"  <>n  Oct,  I .  (For  notes  from  the  p 
minutes  of  these  meetings,  sec  page  19.) 

Items  discussed  at  the  first  three  meetings  included  budget- 
related  issues  such  as  expendi 
tures  and  revenues,  procedure  s 
for  a  town  to  withdraw  from  the 
school  district,  the  union  con- 
tract and  possible  cost  savings, 
including  closing  one  or  more 
of  the  smaller  schools,  combin- 
ing sports  and  other  programs 
with  other  schools  and  sharing 
a  school  superintendent  and 
other  administrative  staff  with 
another  school  district.  The 
meetings  also  address  image 
issues,  such  as  concerns  that 
Sheffield  is  "being  seen  as 
negative"  and  a  notice  sent  home 
with  students  urging  parents  to 
oppose  budget  cuts. 
Sheffield's  representatives  on  the  school  committee  noted 
that  the  school  administration  and  other  staff  are  generally  doing 
a  good  job.  They  are  recognizing  and  taking  steps  to  correct 
problems  facing  the  district,  the  committee  members  report, 
with  enthusiasm  and  high  morale.  School  committee  member 
David  Steindler  said  that  things  had  improved  since  he  was  last  a 
member  of  the  committee  several  years  ago.    — Peter  Rowntree 
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SAVE  THE  DATE ! 

10th  Annual  Winter  Lecture 

A  panel  discussion  on  the 

Massachusetts 
Community  Preservation  Act— 


a  resource  for  towns 

February  23,  2-4  pm 
Dewey  Hall,  Sheffield 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

presented  by  Sheffield  Land  Trust, 

Sheffield  Historical  Society  , 
Construct  and  other  local  sponsors 

229-0234  for  information 


Community  News 


EXCHANGE  STUDENT  TEACHES  AS  MUCH  AS  HE  LEARNS  I 


When  Peter  Suvanarat  joined  our  family  in  August,  it  was  65 
degrees  outside  in  the  evening.  He  shivered  and  said,  "This  is 
as  cold  as  midwinter  in  Thailand ."  My  kids  burst  out  laughing. 
"Just  you  wait!" 

I've  never  heard  anyone  laugh  as  much  as  Peter  the  day  he 
rolled  in  the  snow  of  his  first  storm.  He's  open,  enthusiastic, 
a  quick  and  eager  learner,  and  very  popular  with  the  students 
at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  He.  now  knows  about  snowballs, 
snowboards,  snow  angels,  snow  taffy,  ice  skates,  cross-country 
skiing,  mittens,  long  underwear  and  earflap  hats. 

We  were  lucky  to  be  Peter's  first  host  family  under  that  the 
Rotary  Youth  Exchange  Program.  His  gentle  manner  reflects 
one  of  the  mottos  of  Thailand — "the  land  of  smiles."  We  got 
to  see  all  the  novelty  of  America  through  the  eyes  of  a  visitor 
who  also  happens  to  be  a  classical  guitarist  and  breakdance 
performer.  We're  now  used  to  having  a  rice  cooker  and  fish  and 
oyster  sauce,  essentials  to  cooking  Thai  food,  in  our  kitchen. 
Despite  all  the  news  stories  portraying  people  who  have  differ- 
ent religions,  values  and  languages  as  strange,  we  have  found 
that  someone  from  the  other  side  of  the  world  is  more  similar 
to  us  than  different. 

The  richness  of  this  kind  of  cultural  exchange  can  be  experi- 
enced by  any  family  who  hosts  an  exchange  student.  Applications 
are  being  accepted  until  the  end  of  January  to  be  a  host  family 


for  the  2008-2009.school  year.  For 
information,  contact  Erin  Selby, 
Great  Barrington  Rotary  Youth 
Exchange  Program  chair, 
at  erinselby@shet.net  or 
860-248-0405. 

Part  of  Peter's  mission  in 
spending  the  year  in  our  com- 
munity and  going  to  school  here 

is  to  be  an  ambassador  of  world  peace  from  Thailand.  By 
the  time  he  leaves  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  he  will 
have  lived  with  three  different 

families  and  spoken  to  business      Pctcr  S™anarat  in  snow 
leaders  in  Rotary  Clubs,  seniors  at  Geer  Village,  students  in 
many  grades  and  people  in  church  groups. 

Thanks  to  the  Rotary  regional  co-chairs,  Kathleen  Favaloro 
and  Chris  Vought,  interest  in  the  exchange  program  is  expand- 
ing. Next  year  two  Mt.  Everett  students,  Derek  Pontier  and 
Hannah  Chamberlain,  will  be  exchange  students,  living  in  a  dif- 
ferent climate  and  time  zone,  speaking  a  different  language  and 
living  with  families  while  they  act  as  ambassadors  from  Sheffield 
and  the  U.S.  It's  a  terrific  way  to  foster  understanding  of  all  the 
varied  people  on  this  planet. 

— Neal  Chamberlain 
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BERKSHIRE  STUDENTS  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  ESSAY  CONTEST 


The  five  towns  that  comprise  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District — Al- 
ford,  Egremont,  Monterey,  New  Marlbor- 
ough, and  Sheffield — have  been  chosen  by 
the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Association 
to  participate  in  an  essay  program  for  6th 
grade  students.  Nearly  70  communities 
signed  on  to  participate  in  this  second 
annual  event.  The  five  towns  are  the  only 
ones  in  Berkshire  county  to  participate. 

This  statewide  essay  contest  is 
designed  to  promote  the  qualities  of  good 
local  government  and  to  encourage  future 
Massachusetts  leaders  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  their  community's  activities. 

Students  attending  the  Under  moun- 
tain Elementary  School  are  asked  to  share 
their  vision  by  answering  the  question, "If 
I  were  elected  leader  of  my  community,  I 
would  make  a  difference  by..." 

"We  are  truly  excited  by  this  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  how  our  young  people 
would  lead  their  town  and  the  priorities 
that  they  would  choose  to  promote,"  said 
Julie  Hannum,  chairman  of  Sheffield 
Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Town  of  Sheffield  was  one  of  50 
towns  selected  to  participate  in  last  year's 
pilot  event.  Sheffield  initiated  a  regional 
approach  to  its  participation  by  inviting 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Selectmen  from 
the  other  four  towns  in  the  school  district, 
as  well  as  State  Representative  "Smitty" 
Pignatelli,  to  join  in  a  90-minute  class- 
room forum  for  the  entire  6dl  grade.  With 
last  year's  event  an  overwhelming  success, 
all  five  towns  have  signed  on  as  official  co- 
sponsors  for  the  second  annual  contest. 
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Sixth-grade  students  at  Under  mountain  elementary  School  meet  with  town  and  state 
leaders:  State  Representative  "Smitty"  Pignatelli,  Egremont  Selectman  Tom  Haas  and 
Board  of  Health  Clerk  Juliette  Haas,  Monterey  Selectman  Jon  Sylhert,  New  Marlbor- 
ough Selectwoman  Tara  White,  Alford  Tax  Collector  Roxanne  Germain  and  Sheffield 
Selectw oman  Julie  Hannum. 


Jodi  Hutchinson,  a  sixth-grade 
teacher  at  Undermountain  Elementary 
School,  has  worked  with  her  students 
on  this  project.  "This  was  so  exciting  for 
the  students.  It  was  great  having  town 
representatives  in  class  to  discuss  the 
various  projects  that  town's  work  on,  and 
it  gave  students  some  interesting  ideas  for 
writing  their  essays." 

Local  winners  will  be  selected,  with 
prizes  to  be  awarded,  and  all  students 
submitting  essays  will  be  recognized 
by  the  Boards  of  Selectmen  of  the  five 
towns.  Winning  essays  at  the  state  level 


will  be  recognized  during  the  associa- 
tion's Annual  Meeting  &  Trade  show  in 
Boston  on  Jan.  11.  The  first  place  winner 
will  receive  a  $300  savings  bond  and  be 
invited  to  read  the  essay  at  the  meeting. 

The  Massachusetts  Municipal 
Association  is  the  private,  nonprofit, 
nonpartisan  association  of  cities  and 
towns  that  provides  its  member  com- 
munities a  broad  range  of  services, 
including  lobbying  and  advocacy 
efforts,  training  and  education,  pub- 
lications, policy  research,  insurance 
programs  and  management  assistance. 
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Community  News 


EXCHANGE  PROGRAM  TAKES  SPRIGGS  AND  FARMER  TO  EGYPT 


Many  of  us  were  lucky  enough  to  have 
pleasant,  even  special,  Thanksgivings 
this  year.  But  it  would  be  hard  to  top  the 
Thanksgiving  week  enjoyed  by  Valerie 
Spriggs,  Superintendent  of  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District,  and 
Mike  Farmer,  who  teaches  middle  school 
social  studies  and  high  school  economics 
at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  School. 

On  Nov.  21,  the  two  went  to  Egypt, 
where  Mike  worked,  as  he  has  before, 
on  details  of  this  year's  KiDmocracy 
program.  Valerie,  for  her  part,  spent  a 
busy  and  fruitful  week  getting  to  know 
the  Egyptian  teachers,  administrators, 
and  students  who  are  all  vital  parts  of 
KiDmocracy. 

KiDmocracy,  as  many  Shefflelders 
know,  is  the  program  started  by  Mike 
and  his  colleague  John  Hammill  that 
brings  selected  Egyptian  students  to 
the  Berkshires  for  two  weeks  to  stay  in 
local  homes,  make  friends,  and  learn 
about  the  workings  of  democracy.  Only 
in  its  second  year,  the  program  has  been 
wildly  successful.  Across  Egypt,  students 
have  been  studying  and  writing  essays  to 
compete  for  the  opportunity  to  be  among 
the  12  children  who  will  arrive  in  our 
community  on  Jan.  25.  The  U.S.  Embassy 
in  Cairo  funds  the  project. 

The  program,  along  with  a  larger 
Egypt-based  program  called  Win  Your 
Rights  (funded  by  the  United  States 
Agency  for  International  Development)  is 
part  of  this  year's  12-month-long  series  of 
programs  designed  to  help  Egyptian  kids 
learn  about  democracy  and  human  rights. 


These  projects  reach,  in  total,  about  6,000 
kids  in  200  schools. 

For  Valerie,  the  trip  was  "a  life  event," 
as  she  describes  it.  She  went  at  Mike's 
suggestion,  because  he  wanted  her  to  ' 
get  to  know  Egypt  first  hand.  Her  host 
organization,  called  the  Afro -Egyptian 
Human  Rights  Organization,  the  Egyp- 
tian group  that  runs  the  KiDmocracy 
program  there,  made  sure  that  she  was 
more  comfortable  than  she  could  have 
imagined.  "I  agreed  to  go  as  long  as  it  was 
a  working  trip,"  she  says.  "I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  sightseeing." 

Nonetheless,  she  was  treated  to  mem- 
orable journeys  that  supplemented  her 
working  time.  "I  was  treated  as  royalty," 
she  says.  "I  felt  what  Princess  Grace  must 
have  felt  when  she  first  went  to  Monaco. 
I  had  a  driver,  an  interpreter — everything 
was  provided  for  me.  They  took  me  to 
the  pyramids,  and  they  even  arranged  a 
sleeper  car  for  me  on  the  train  so  I  could 
take  a  trip  to  Luxor  to  see  the  Valley  of 
the  Kings."  When  she  visited  schools  in 
Alexandria,  she  saw  the  Mediterranean 
for  the  very  first  time. 

The  work  she  did  was  as  rewarding  as 
the  traveling. "I  visited  six  schools,  two  pri- 
vate and  four  public  The  kids,  who  all  spoke 
English,  were  the  highlight  of  my  visit." 

Valerie  took  along  the  well-known 
poster  of  the  doors  of  the  Berkshires  to 
share  with  the  students  she  spoke  to.  "I 
showed  them  the  doors,"  she  explains, 
"and  told  them  about  what  they  might 
find  if  they  opened  them.  Then  I  showed 
them  the  front  door  of  Mount  Everett. 


'Here  are  some  of  the  people  you'll  meet 
if  you  go  through  the  door,'"  she  told  the 
students.  "'Here's  who  our  kids  are.'" 

Her  meetings  with  the  educators 
involved  with  the  project  were  tremen- 
dously valuable  as  well.  She  was  par- 
ticularly impressed  with  the  women  she 
met  there.  "They  were  warm,  intelligent, 
dedicated,  passionate  and  had  a  tremen- 
dous love  of  their  country,"  she  reports. 
"And  they  were  just  incredibly  welcoming. 
Even  when  Arabic  was  the  language  at  a 
meeting  or  an  event,  at  no  time  did  I  feel 
left  out.  Somebody  would  always  turn  to 
me  and  explain  what  they  were  talking 
about,  or  why  they  were  laughing." 

The  purpose  of  her  meetings  with  her 
Egyptian  hosts  was  threefold,  she  says. 
"I  wanted  to  know  three  basic  things: 
What  was  the  impact  when  the  students 
returned  to  Egypt  after  their  time  here 
last  year?  Did  the  lessons  they  learned 
spread  to  the  student  body?  And  how  can 
we  improve  the  program?"  She  returned 
with  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information, 
which  will  be  helpful  as  the  program 
moves  forward. 

Her  hosts,  mindful  that  Valerie  had 
given  up  her  Thanksgiving  for  the  trip, 
made  sure  that  even  that  base  was  covered. 
"We  went  to  a  restaurant  on  the  Nile  for 
Thanksgiving,"  she  says,  "and  they  ordered 
everything  on  the  menu.  They  kept  put- 
ting things  on  my  plate  for  me  to  taste,  and 
explaining  what  everything  was." 

One  of  her  hosts  would  occasion- 
ally inform  people  that  Valerie  was  her 
mother-in-law,  just  to  make  sure  that  she 
was  treated  with  the  utmost  deference. 
When  they  went  to  the  market,  Valerie 
was  amazed  at  the  bargains  her  host  was 
able  to  strike.  "How  did  you  get  it  at  that 
price?"  she  would  ask.  "You  don't  need  to 
know,"  was  the  smiling  reply. 

By  the  end  of  her  journey,  the  things 
Valerie  had  seen  in  Egypt  had  made  a 
deep  and  indelible  impression  on  her. 
"It  was  so  moving  to  me,"  she  says, "that 
people  on  the  other  side  of  the  world 
would  be  so  hungry  for  peace,  for  under- 
standing, for  diversity."  Her  admiration 
for  the  contest  winners  who  get  to  join  us 
in  the  Berkshires  was  only  deepened,  as 
well."  We  have  to  understand  how  much 
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these  kids  arc  stretching — how  much 
courage  it  takes  to  come  here." 

Valerie  also  stresses  how  much  the 
program  benefits  Sheffield's  students  as 
well.  The  Egyptian  students  are  accompa- 
nied by  teachers  from  that  country,  who 
take  a  turn  at  teaching  our  students.  The 
curriculum  is  designed  by  Mike  Farmer 
and  John  Hammill. 

"I'm  so  pleased  Mike  and  John  started 
this  program,"  says  Valerie.  She  gives  Mike 
credit  for  much  of  what  went  so  well  for 
her  on  her  trip. "He  worked  with  everyone 
on  the  Egyptian  side  to  take  care  that  his 
Superintendent  was  going  to  have  an  experi- 
ence that  was  both  personally  and  profes- 
sionally rewarding,"  she  says. 

Mike  is  happy  with  the  progress  of 
the  program  and  credits  the  support 
it  is  receiving  from  the  administration, 
including  Valerie,  the  school  board  and 
the  district's  highly  motivated  teachers  for 
making  the  program  possible.  He  notes 
that  KiDmocracy  is  the  only  program  of 
its  kind  in  the  country. 


"It's  nice  to  realise  that  last  year's  pro- 
gram was  so  successful  in  the  community," 
he  adds. "I'm  constantly  approached  by 
people  asking  if  the  Egyptians  are  coming 
back."  He  is  particularly  gratified  by  the 
enthusiastic  involvement  of  our  local 
residents  and  businesses.  "There  are  a  lot 
of  events  lined  up  for  their  visit  this  year," 
he  reports.  "The  Triplex  is  giving  a  special 
movie  night  for  them,  and  the  Berkshire 
South  Regional  Community  Center  is 
sponsoring  the  kids  for  an  evening  of 
sports  and  games.  We'll  have  a  repeat  of 
Community  Day,  hosted  by  State  Repre- 
sentative "Smitty"  Pignatelli.  We'll  have 
Egyptian  food,  art  and  performances  of 
the  students'  winning  essays.  The  whole 
community  is  invited.  It  will  be  on  the 
afternoon  of  Feb.  3  at  Mt.  Everett  in  the 
Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center." 

Meanwhile,  Valerie  Spriggs  is  still 
basking  in  the  glow  of  her  amazing 
trip.  "I'm  still  unwinding,"  she  says,  "and 
reflecting  on  this  incredible  trip." 

— Ellen  Weiss 


FOLK  MUSIC  SERIES 
AT  DEWEY  HALL 

The  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  will  con- 
tinue their  series  of  concerts,  "In  Person, 
Acoustic,  and  In  the  Round,"  at  Dewey 
Hall  on  Route  7.  The  concert  series  is 
designed  to  showcase  local  and  regional 
music  and  put  to  continued  good  use  the 
warm,  cozy  space  that  is  Dewey  Hall. 
The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series  has 
two  concerts  scheduled  for  January  and 
February: 

On  Jan.  5,  at  7:30pm,  Bobby  Sweet 
and  Bernice  Williams  will  perform.  Sweet 
is  a  popular  singer/songwriter  from  West- 
ern Massachusetts  with  several  CDs.  For 
more,  see  www.bobbysweet.com. 

On  Feb.  2,  also  at  7:30pm,  Adam 
Rothberg,  a  songwriter/guitarist  from 
Berkshire  County,  will  perform. 

Suggested  donations  for  each  show 
is  $10,  Refreshments  will  be  served.  For 
more  information  call  413-822-1602. 
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That's  what  people  are 

saying  ahout  the 

Berkshire  Bank  experience! 
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www.berkshirebank.com 

103  Main  Street  •  Sheffield 

413-229-8516 
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Start  the  new  year 
with  original  art! 


The  2008  Chevy  Rust  calendar 

with  12  paintings  by  Andrea  Scott 
celebrates  old  pickup  trucks  in  splendid  decay. 
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available  at ... 

www.AndreaScottWatercolors.com 

Neighborgoods  on  the  green  in  Sheffield 


MORE  FAMILIES  TURN  TO  SHEFFIELD  FOOD  PROGRAM 

Last  fall,  more  families  were  turn- 
ing to  the  Sheffield  Food  Assistance 
Program,  and  our  shelves  got  barer 
and  barer.  We  are  now  serving  almost 
80  people,  from  a  newborn  to  folks  in 
their  early  90s. 

But  then  everyone  got  in  gear.  The 
Post  Office  carriers  collected  from  folks 
out  in  the  rural  areas.  The  Boy  Scouts 
brought  in  over  600  items.  New  Marl- 
boro Elementary  School  sent  cartons  of 
food,  and  Undermountain  Elementary 
School  started  its  own  collection.  As 
a  result,  our  shelves  are  bulging  at  the 
moment — and  we  are  so  grateful  to  the 
community. 

Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  are 
especially  wonderful  as  we  fill  baskets 
to  overflowing.  Special  donations  come 
in  from  several  sources.  The  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  supplied  turkeys,  potatoes, 
carrots  and  onions  for  both  meals.  The 
Lakeville  radio  station  WQQQ  donated 
cases  of  canned  vegetables,  gravy  and 
cranberry  sauce.  At  Thanksgiving, 
Marion  Oleen  baked  a  pumpkin  pie 
from  Howden  Farm  pumpkins  for  every 
household  (27  this  year).  Both  Howden 
Farm  and  Dick  and  Carol  Ann  Board- 
man  delivered  Hubbard  and  butternut 


The  community  comes  through  with  holiday  food  for  those  in  need:  Tlianksgiving  dinners 
ready  to  be  picked  up  from  the  Old  Parish  kitchen. 


squash.  At  Christmas,  members  and 
friends  of  Old  Parish  and  Christ  Church 
in  Sheffield  and  Trinity  Methodist  in 
Ashley  Falls  bought  presents  for  all  the 
children,  and  Susan  Young  knit  caps  for 
every  child. 

Now  we  go  into  the  hard  season.  We 
are  helping  between  26  and  29  house- 


holds, so  the  need  is  great.  You  can  help. 
Our  wish  list  for  winter  includes  soups, 
pasta  sauce,  peanut  butter,  baby  food, 
paper  goods  arid  toiletries. 

You  can  send  food  to  school  with 
your  kids,  drop  food  off  in  the  barrel  at 
Berkshire  Bank  or  give  at  your  church. 

— Marcia  Brolli 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 

ASHLEY  FALLS 

SHEFFIELD 

Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran 

355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

180  Main  St.  229-8811 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care; 

Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712. 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 

Faith  Baptist 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

640  North  Main  St.  229-0400 

Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am  Worship  Service;  6pm 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

Evening  Service;  Wednesday: 

North  St.  5284197 

7pm  Bible  Study.  Barton  Keller,  Pastor 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week. 

Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

special  services 

125  Main  St.  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday  School,  10am.  Jill  Diane  Graham, 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

Pastor 

270  State  Rd.  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  & 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Maple  Ave.  229-3028 

Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

River  10:30  Mass. 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  St.  528-4850;  home 

Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

(413)528-3106. 

Sunday:  5pm  Service.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org. 

Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages. 

Wednesdays:  Group 

Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  George  Karl 

HISTORIC  SHEFFIELD  GRANGE  BUILDING  FOR  SALE 


For  78  years  the  Sheffield  Grange  build- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  Route  7,  halfway 
to  Great  Barringron,  has  paid  testimony 
to  the  importance  of  harming  to  Shef- 
field. Now  the  building  is  for  sale.  The 
asking  price  is  $340,000. 

Formed  Oct.  16, 1900,  the  Sheffield 
Grange  is  the  oldest  grange  in  Berk- 
shire County  still  functioning.  Since  its 
construction  in  1929,  the  building  has 
been  used  for  any  number  of  community 
functions,  including  meetings,  dances, 
suppers  and  entertainment.  It  was  also  a 
sponsor  of  Berkshire's  Laurel  Festival  in 
the  1950s.  Since  1978  it  has  served  as  the 
site  of  the  Sheffield  community's  contra 
dances.  It  now  has  30  to  35  members,  of 
whom  seven  or  eight  are  active,  according 
to  Alicia  Brazie,  Master  of  the  Sheffield 
Lodge. 

Just  because  the  Grange  is  hop- 
ing to  sell  its  building  does  not  mean 
the  organization  intends  to  disband.  Brazie,  who  has  been 
a  Grange  member  for  52  years,  10  in  Sheffield,  hopes  that 
if  its  small  membership  were  not  burdened  by  the  expense 
of  maintaining  an  old  building,  the  money  realized  could  be 
used  for  social  or  educational  good.  The  Sheffield  Grange  has 
always  prided  itself  on  community  service  projects.  One  cur- 
rent venture  is  "Words  for  Thirds,"  to  provide  dictionaries  for 
all  third  graders  in  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District.  If  the  building  sells,  the  intention  of  the  Sheffield 


The  Grange  building  on  Route  7,  built  in  1929. 

He  also  saw  the  Grange  as  a  potential  agent  of  national  heal- 
ing after  the  Civil  War.  According  to  Brazie,  President  Andrew 
Johnson  asked  Kelley,  who  was  a  Mason,  to  tour  the  South  to 
determine  if  there  were  ways  the  government  could  assist  in 
rebuilding  their  farms.  His  questions  to  a  southern  farmer  were 
rejected  at  first  "because  he  was  a  northerner."  When  the  farmer 
saw  Kelly's  Masonic  pin,  however,  he  relented,  commenting 
that  "while  he  would  not  give  him  information  because  he  was 
a  northerner,  he  would  because  he  was  a  Mason.""Kelly  then 
Grange  is  to  meet  at  the  Ashley  Falls  Methodist  Church.  That     decided  to  model  the  Grange  after  the  Masons,  with  one  major 
could  happen  this  winter  on  a  trial  basis.  difference.  Masonic  lodges  are  open  only  to  males.  From  the 

Nationally  the  Grange  came  into  being  in  1867  because       beginning,  the  Grange  has  been  open  to  both  men  and  women, 
of  the  vision  of  Oliver  Hudson  Kelley,  a  Minnesota  farmer  In  addition  to  helping  farmers  form  cooperatives,  the 

and  activist.  He  had  long  held  that  farmers,  because  of  their     Grange  was  active  in  upgrading  rural  schools.  The  birth  of  the 
independent  and  scattered  nature,  needed  a  national  orga-        Extension  Service,  Rural  Free  Delivery,  and  the  Farm  Credit 


nization  which  would  represent  them  much  as  unions  were 
beginning  to  do  for  industrial  workers.  Farmers  were  at 
the  mercy  of  merchants  for  both  needed  farm  supplies  and 
marketing  their  crops.  Railroads  and  warehouse  companies 
were  taking  advantage  of  farmers  as  well. 


System  were  largely  due  to  Grange  lobbying. 

The  Grange  motto  is  "In  Essentials,  Unity.  In  Non-Essen- 
tials, Liberty.  In  All  Things,  Charity." 

— John  G.  Wightman 
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Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 

Sheffield,  MA 

JKrupski@fmancialfreedom.com 

413-229-9908  Direct 

888-229-9908  Toll  Free 

413-229-2210  Fax 

Serving  Berkshire 
and  Litchfield  Counties 
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FARM  PROGRAM  STARTS  UP  AT  MT.  EVERETT  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Next  time  you  visit  Mt.  Everett  High 
School,  you  may  see  a  few  new  faces  on 
campus.  But  they're  not  the  human  kind. 

At  the  November  school  commit- 
tee meeting,  two  high  school  students 
from  Cassie  Uricchio's  agriscience  class 
obtained  permission  to  acquire  two 
Nubian  dairy  goats  and  a  few  Indian 
Runner  ducks  to  start  an  on-campus 
working  farm.  Those  animals  not  only 
complement  the  existing  environmental 
facilities  at  Mt.  Everett,  they  will  also 
allow  for  an  entrepreneurial  opportunity 
and  provide  curricular  connections  at 
all  grade  levels,  from  pre-kindergarten 
to  12.  As  part  of  the  working  farm,  the 
school  also  plans  on  fixing  the  exist- 
ing greenhouse  facilities  and  starting  a 
school  garden. 

How  did  all  of  this  come  about? 
Agricultural  education  has  always  played  a 
role  in  the  district's  curriculum,  but  it  was 
not  until  this  fall  did  it  become  an  actual 
course  in  the  high  school.  Twenty-five  high 
school  students  signed  up  for  Urichhio's 
class  in  the  fall,  where  in  addition  to  per- 
mission for  starting  an  on-campus  farm, 


students  have  learned  about  agriculture 
both  in  and  out  of  the  classroom. 

Each  student  is  required  to  have  a 
supervised  "agricultural  experience  proj- 
ect" in  which  they  explore  some  facet  of 
agriculture  they're  interested  in  and  learn 
by  doing.  The  student  projects  include 
companion  animals,  plant  grafting  and'  - 
propagation,  agricultural  photography, 
chicken  incubation  and  coop  design,  bon- 
sai trees  and  soap  making.  The  students 
also  have  been  involved  with  the  Berk- 
shire Humane  Society,  the  Good  Dog 
Program  and  the  Berkshire  Festival  of 
Trees  to  fulfill  the  community  outreach 
component  of  the  program. 

These  "aggies"  have  also  established 
the  Mt.  Everett  regional  FFA  chapter. 
To  gain  membership  in  the  National 
FFA  Organization,  as  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America  are  now  known, 
the  students  completed  an  application, 
elected  officers  and  drew  up  a  chapter 
constitution.  The  students  are  now  anx- 
iously awaiting  the  official  charter.  The 
National  FFA  Organization  is  a  grow- 
ing youth  agricultural  organization  with 


almost  500,000  members  nationwide. 

There  are  a  few  other  goals  on  the 
agenda  for  this  year  for  the  agriscience 
program.  One  is  to  hold  another  Agricul- 
tural Fair  on  campus  in  late  spring  (the 
Jast  one  was  a  couple  of  years  ago  through 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust). 

Another  is  to  create  working  relation- 
ships with  local  farmers  and  agricultural 
groups  through  the  development  of  an 
Agricultural  Education  Advisory  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  community  members 
who  are  interested  in  supporting  and 
advising  the  agricultural  program  at  the 
high  school. 

Anyone  interested  in  becoming 
involved  with  the  program  should  contact 
Cassie  Uricchio  at  229-8734  ext  135 
or  curicchi@tek2000.net.  The  program 
needs  community  volunteers  to  serve 
on  that  advisory  committee  member  or 
participate  in  the  agricultural  fair.  It  also 
needs  guest  educators,  hosts  for  class  field 
trips  or  additional  student  interns  and 
donations  of  needed  resources,  including 
livestock  supplies  and  feed. 

— Cassie  Uricchio 


Support  your  local... 

potter,  artist,  musician,  author,  knitter,  jeweler. 

business! 


Call  for  winter  hours 


105  Main  St.  Sheffield 


413-229-5941 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 
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Rustic  Alternative 

(413)229-2916 
www.rblodse.cotn 


Chintz-Free 
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Mountain  Lodge 
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Fine  Victuals  -  Ardent  Spirits 

(413) 229-8585 
wwKstagcca&cbt8vern.nel 


"What  comfort  food 
should  be..."  ZAGAT 
"Moodily  Elegan  r" 
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BERKSHIRE'S  RUSTIC 
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(413)229-2916 
MVM.barnspacc.net 


Retreats 

and 
Events 


854  &  864  S.  Undermountain  Rd.  /  Rt  41,  Sheffield,  MA 


MISS  BRADFORDS? 


7i ext  best  thing. 


Great  Finds 

1840  North  Main,  Rt.  7 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413) 528-8059 

Monday-Saturday  10-5,  Sunday  11-5 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOuVe  BEEN  MISSING! 
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Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 


Mayflower — A  Story  of  Courage, 
Community,  and  War  by  Nathaniel 
Philbrick  (2006,  Penguin  Books). 
America's  national  myth  goes  something 
like  this:  the  Pilgrims  came  to  Massachu- 
setts in  1620  seeking  religious  freedom. 
The  voyage  over  and  the  first  winter  were 
devastating.  Many  died.  The  next  fall 
things  looked  better  and  they  celebrated 
with  a  sumptuous  thanks-giving  feast 
to  which  they  invited  Massasoit  and  his 
Pokanoket  Indians,  who  had  helped  them 
survive.  The  next  significant  event  is  150 
years  later,  1776,  when  we  declared — and 
in  the  years  following  secured — our  inde- 
pendence from  Great  Britain.  Finally,  in 
the  1860s  we  freed  the  slaves  and  estab- 
lished the  united  nation  we  know  today. 

Nathaniel  Philbrick  concentrates  on 
the  space  between  1621  and  1676 — the 
time  after  "The  First  Thanksgiving"  to 
the  conclusion  of  what  has  come  to  be 
known  as  "King  Philip's  War."  While  few 
Americans  have  ever  heard  of  it,  it  was 
by  several  measures  the  most  devastating 
war  in  our  history.  In  a  single  year,  one 
of  every  10  white  men  of  military  age  in 
Massachusetts  Bay  was  killed,  and  one 
of  every  16  in  the  Northeastern  colonies. 
Two-thirds  of  New  England  towns  were 
attacked  and  more  than  half  the  settle- 
ments were  left  in  ruins.  Settlers  were 
forced  to  retreat  nearly  to  the  coast,  and 
the  colonial  economy  was  devastated.  "By 
the  end  of  the  war,"  Philbrick  recounts, 
"somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  five 
thousand  were  dead,  with  more  than 
three  quarters  of  those  losses  suffered 
by  the  Native  Americans.  In  terms  of 
percentage  of  population  killed,  King 
Philip's  War  was  more  than  twice  as 
bloody  as  the  American  Civil  War  and 
at  least  seven  times  more  lethal  than  the 
American  Revolution."  In  the  fall  of  1675 
the  Pilgrims,  determining  that  "no  male 
captive  (read  Native  American)  above  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  should  reside  in  the 
colony,"  deported  them  as  slaves  to  the 
West  Indies;  178  Indians  were  on  that 
first  slave  ship.  Many  of  the  other  survi- 
vors were  driven  out  of  New  England  to 
Canada  and  the  west. 

After  such  a  promising  beginning, 
what  went  wrong,  Philbrick  asks.  His 
answer,  simply  stated,  is  that  at  first 


the  Pilgrims  and  the  Native  Americans 
knew  they  needed  each  other.  With 
wise  leadership — William  Bradford  as 
Governor  of  Plymouth  Colony  and  Mas- 
sasoit as  sachem  of  the  Pokanokets — 
they  were  able  to  understand  each  other's 
needs  and  negotiate  their  differences, 
"a  dynamic,  often  harrowing  process  of 
give  and  take."  With  the  passing  of  time 
and  the  succession  of  new  leadership  on 
both  sides,  however,  things  changed.  The 
Pilgrims  always  wanted  more  land.  The 
Pokanokets  and  their  Native  American 
allies  increasingly  felt  threatened.  Still, 
Philbrick  did  not  see  the  war  as  neces- 
sary. "Those  forces  had  existed  from  the 
very  beginning,"  he  notes." War  came  to 
New  England  because  two  leaders — 
Philip  and  his  English  counterpart, 
Josiah  Winslow — allowed  it  to  happen... 
the  outbreak  of  fighting  caught  almost 
everyone  by  surprise." 

Once  war  begins — any  time — the  two 
sides  inevitably  demonize  each  other.  In 
the  case  of  early  New  England,  former 
neighbors,  Native  American  and  Pilgrim, 
began  to  look  at  each  other  as  subhuman 
and  evil.  "What  is  surprising,"  Philbrick 
notes,  "is  that  even  in  the  midst  of  one  of 
the  deadliest  wars  in  American  history, 
there  were  Englishmen  who  believed  the 
Indians  were  not  inherently  malevolent 
and  there  were  Indians  who  believed  the 
same  about  the  English.  They  were  the 
ones  whose  rambunctious  and  intrinsi- 
cally rebellious  faith  in  humanity  finally 
brought  the  war  to  an  end,  and  they  are 
the  heroes  of  this  story." 

With  America  of  the  21st  century  well 
into  its  sixth  year  of  what  its  leaders  call  a 
"war  on  terror"  against  people  they  refuse 
to  try  to  understand,  Philbrick's  book 
counters  our  national  myth  with  heavy 
doses  of  realism  and  a  plea  to  try  to  see 
life  through  the  perspective  of  another. 

— John  G.  Wightman 
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Friday  1 0-8 

Saturday  1 0-5 
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Monday  Closed 


The  Chronic  Pain  Solution:  Your 
Personal  Path  to  Pain  Relief  by  James 
N.  Dillard  and  Leigh  Ann  Hirschman 

(2003,  Bantam). 

I  recommend  this  book  to  anyone  who 
has  chronic  pain  themselves  or  has  a 
loved  one  with  chronic  pain,  as  well  as  to 
healthcare  professionals. 

The  book  is  sensible,  inspiring  and 
compassionately  written.  The  authors 
cover  the  most  common  chronic-pain 
conditions,  such  as  migraines  and 
arthritis,  and  discuss  a  range  of  options 
from  dietary  changes  and  simple  exercises 
to  the  strongest  prescription  medications 
and  electronic  implants. 

Dillard  is  not  only  an  MD  special- 
izing in  pain  management,  but  also  a 
chiropractor  and  a  licensed  acupunc- 
turist. As  a  result,  unlike  some  health 
books,  The  Chronic  Pain  Solution 
doesn't  push  a  single  form  of  treatment 
and  say  "this  is  the  only  way."  Instead, 
Dillard  encourages  the  reader  to  go 
with  whatever  works,  starting  with  the 
simplest  remedies  first. 

The  patient  stories  that  are  recounted 
are  deeply  moving,  as  we  see  people  mov- 
ing from  crippling  pain  to  regaining  their 
quality  of  life.  Dillard  explains  that  the 
goal  is  not  to  be  100  percent  pain-free  all 
the  time,  but  rather  to  get  back  the  things 
that  give  your  life  meaning,  whether  it's 
returning  to  work,  playing  sports,  or 
going  to  the  grocery  store. 

Dillard's  advice  is  clear  and  practical. 
There  are  plenty  of  actions  you  can  take 
even  if  you  are  uninsured  or  on  a  tight 
budget,  like  performing  simple  range-of- 
motion  exercises,  or  reducing  the  inflam- 
matory foods  in  your  diet.  I  borrowed  it 
from  the  library  so  many  times  I  finally 
bought  my  own  copy! 

— Liz  Chaffee 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  WANTS  YOU! 

Send  us  your  news,  stories  or  photos!  Submissions  and  suggestions  can  be 
sent  to  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  or  P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257 
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Library  News 


LIBRARY'S  AUTHORS'  DAY  A  SUCCESS,  THANKS  TO  MANY 


The  fifth  annual  Local  Authors'  Day 
celebration  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
on  Nov.  3,  was  again  a  day  of  delight. 
Attending  were  49  authors  and  illustra- 
tors, including  13  who  had  never  partici- 
pated before. 

As  always,  the  day's  success  was  due 
to  efforts  of  the  Friends  of  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  and  many  other  Sheffield 
residents.  Ronnie  Bassett  and  his  road 
crew  moved  chairs  borrowed  from  the 
Town  Hall,  Betty  LeGeyt  led  the  Boy 
Scouts  in  hefting  all  the  rented  tables  and 
later  moving  the  furniture  back  into  place 
and  Ken  Powers  had  the  Library  looking 
spiffy,  aided  by  students  from  Berkshire 
School,  who  arrived  the  day  before  to 
rake  out  the  island  garden  in  the  middle 
of  the  parking  lot. 

Sheffield's  new  town  administrator, 
Joe  Kellogg,  arrived  early  to  help  Tom 
Young,  the  parking  czar,  and  Bob  Weitz, 
the  town's  former  adminstrator,  who 


returned  to  help  out.  Harry  Conklin 
served  as  official  greeter.  Melissa  Joyce 
and  her  sister,  Laurie  Briggs,  continued 
their  stellar  job  at  running  the  coffee  hour 
for  the  authors  before  the  public  arrived 
and  kept  the  coffee  urns  and  plates  of 
goodies  full  during  the  entire  morning. 
Inez  Flinn  organized  her  army  of  Shef- 
field ladies  to  bake  the  refreshments 
served  that  day. 

Jacqueline  Connell  organized  materi- 
als for  the  six  binders  on  display  filled 
with  news  clippings,  press  releases  and 
reviews  about  the  authors.  Audrey  Yaple 
and  Sarita  Orobio  stood  ready  and  able 
to  handle  any  chore  or  task  asked  of 
them.  And  as  the  building  filled  with  the 
hubbub  authors  and  visitors,  the  Library's 
staff  calmly  kept  the  Library  functioning. 

Barbara  Burns  and  Pam  Bloodworth, 
who  have  created  the  menu  and  cooked 
the  food  for  the  authors'  luncheon  every 
year,  again  provided  a  delicious  meal  for 


all.  Sheffield  Pottery  created  the  coffee 
mugs,  designed  by  Rose  Tannenbaum, 
that  were  given  to  the  authors  as  favors. 
Ali  Winston  washed  hundreds  of  dishes 
during  and  after  the  luncheon.  At  the  end 
of  the  luncheon,  everyone  got  to  wish 
Inez  Flinn  a  happy  85th  birthday  when 
she  was  surprised  with  a  cake  provided  by 
the  Friends  of  the  Library. 

Sheffield  authors  and  illustrators  who 
participated  were  Michael  Citrin  and 
Tracy  Mack,  Bill  Connell,  Ben  Hillman, 
John  Koneazny,  Sheryl  Lechner  and 
Frank  Lowenstein,  Elise  Lufkin,  Todd 
Mack,  Sue  MacVeety,  Richard  Pearse  and 
Seymour  Robins. 

The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  host  this  event  and  truly  put  the 
Library's  best  foot  forward.  The  Library 
Trustees  are  very  proud  to  be  a  part  of 
this  celebration  and  thank  all  those  who 
make  it  possible. 

— Susan  Young,  Library  Trustee 
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Village  Green 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


During  its  meetings  from  Oct.  25  to  Dec. 
27,  the  Planning  Board  continued  hear- 
ings on  the  special  permit  application  of 
Berkshire  Fence  8C  Accessories  Inc.  of  560 
South  Main  St.,  which  applied  for  three 
uses:  major  commercial  development, 
accessory  single-family  dwelling  unit  in 
a  commercial  district  and  kennel,  as  well 
as  increased  signage,  both  in  size  and 
number  of  signs.  The  board  completed  its 
work  at  the  Dec.  27  meeting  and  expects 
to  begin  deliberations  in  January. 

The  board  accepted  a  special  per- 
mit application  from  Sprint-Nextel 
under  section  7.1.8  of  the  by-laws  to 
make  major  modifications  to  its  cell- 
tower  facility  on  the  Larkin  property 
on  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  The  public 
hearing  is  scheduled  for  Jan.  10  at  8pm. 
Sprint-Nextel  is  seeking  to  change  three 
antennae  currently  installed  on  the  tower. 

The  board  endorsed  a  Form  A 
(Approval  Not  Required  for  develop- 
ment) application  for  Jessica  Roseman, 
which  divided  an  existing  lot  on  West 
Stahl  Rd.  and  Route  7  into  two  lots. 

The  board  spent  considerable  time 
reviewing  the  Zoning  By-Law  Review 
Committee's  recommendations  on  poten- 
tial by-law  warrant  articles  for  future 
presentation  to  voters  at  a  town  meeting. 
Several  proposed  changes  in  definitions 
were  rejected  as  they  were  viewed  as 
limiting  economic  development,  while 
several  additional  uses  in  the  General 
Business  and  Commercial  districts 
were  viewed  favorably.  The  board  also 
discussed  the  current  signange  by-law, 
enforcement  by  the  building  inspector 
and  variance  appeals  to  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals.  Board  members  currently 
have  too  heavy  a  workload  to  begin  a 
review  of  these  by-laws,  but  they  continue 
to  consider  the  issues. 

The  board  received  an  inquiry  from 
Susan  Smith,  Esq.,  representing  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Zdziarski,  about  a  proposed 
usage — establishing  a  pool  service — on  a 
parcel  in  the  Rural  District.  The  building 
inspector,  Tom  Carmody,  determined 
that  a  special  permit  is  required  since  the 
lot  it  less  than  the  five  acres  required  for 
such  a  use  to  be  "by  right." 

The  board  received  an  inquiry  from 


Erik  Schutz,  who  has  opened  an  antiques 
business  in  one  of  the  buildings  on  the 
Susan  Silver  property  on  Main  St., 
regarding  a  special  permit  for  signage. 
The  building  inspector  explained  that  the 
town's  zoning  by-laws  do  not  grandfa- 
ther signs.  Questions  regarding  primary 
and  secondary  signs  and  the  impact  of 
non-conforming  signs  required  research 
by  Inspector  Carmody  before  he  could 
advise  the  board  in  these  matters. 

The  board  heard  input  from  Paul 
Tepper,  a  local  businessman  in  the  Shef- 
field Business  Park,  regarding  his  concern 
over  the  limited  number  of  uses  allowed 
by  right  or  permitted  through  special 
permit  in  the  General  Business  District. 
He  urged  the  board  to  expand  uses  to 
provide  a  better  reflection  of  today's 
economies.  The  board  saw  this  as  consis- 
tent with  its  efforts  to  expand  uses  in  the 
zoning  by-laws  to  foster  economic  growth 
opportunities  consistent  with  the  town's 
community  character  and  quality  of  life. 
The  board  unanimously  voted  to  ask  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  endorse  a  90-day 
Economic  Development  Task  Force  in 
hopes  of  not  only  helping  the  Planning 
Board  with  its  zoning  efforts  but  the 
town  as  a  whole  in  identifying  opportuni- 
ties and  obstacles.  This  was  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on  Dec.  3 
and  endorsed  at  their  Dec.  17  meeting, 
subject  to  obtaining  grant  assistance  from 
the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Council. 
(See  story  on  page  22.) 

The  joint  Planning  Board/Board 
of  Selectmen  meeting  to  review  the 
recommendations  of  the  master  plan's 
Implementation  Advisory  Committee 
on  housing  issues  was  held  on  Dec.  17. 
At  this  meeting,  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
voted  to  pursue  establishing  a  Housing 
Commission  along  the  lines  of  the  exist- 
ing Agricultural  Commission.  Doing  so 
will  require  voter  approval.  At  the  same 
meeting,  both  boards  stated  their  contin- 
ued commitment  to  the  ongoing  work  of 
the  Implementation  Advisory  Committee 
and  plan  an  update  session  in  early  2008. 
(See  story  on  page  21.) 

Several  board  members  attended 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission's "Fifth  Thursday"  educational 


seminar  on  exempt  uses.  They  were 
joined  by  three  members  of  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  and  Joe  Kellogg,  the 
Town  Administrator. 

Chair  Rene  Wood  met  with  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  and  Joellyn  Warren 
of  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission regarding  Sheffield's  recent 
grant  award  under  the  state's  economic 
development  initiative.  The  recommenda- 
tions to  create  a  "How  to  do  Business 
in  Sheffield"  document  and  evaluate  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  as  a  possible  43  D 
site  were  endorsed  by  the  Planning  Board 
and  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  board  began  its  budgeting  and 


SKATE  AT  BERKSHIRE 
SCHOOL 

Berkshire  School  will  once  again  open 
the  doors  of  its  ice-skating  rink  to 
the  community  through  February. 
Residents  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 
(bring  proof  of  residency)  can  skate 
on  Sundays  from  6-8pm.  Children 
under  14  must  wear  helmets  and  be 
accompanied  by  an  adult. 


anual  report  activities.  Work  on  updating 
the  board's  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  well 
as  the  forms  used  in  conducting  board 
business,  will  begin  in  2008. 

There  will  be  an  opening  on  the  Plan- 
ning Board  in  May  2008.  Rene  Wood, 
who  will  have  served  six  years  on  the 
board,  is  not  seeking  re-election.  If  you 
have  any  interest  in  serving  your  town  in 
this  capacity,  or  are  just  interested  in  what 
the  board  does,  come  to  a  board  meeting 
and  see  first  hand  what's  involved.  Or  ask 
board  members  Tony  Gulotta,  Maggie  Z. 
Martin,  David  Smith,  Sr.,  Chris  Tomich 
or  Rene  Wood  what  they  do.  This  is  a 
very  important  board  in  town,  and  it 
needs  good  people. 

Planning  Board  minutes  and  schedule 
of  meetings,  as  well  as  all  Special  Permit 
hearing  notices  and  much  more,  are 
posted  on  the  Town's  web  site  (www. 
sheffieldma.gov),  under  the  Planning 
Board's  page.  Board  meetings  are  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at  7pm.  All 
are  welcome.         — Rene  Wood,  Chair 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can 

be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6. 

Check  schedule  for  times. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


10/1 — The  board  voted  to  send  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  Joseph  Schwartzman  for  donat- 
ing two  paintings  by  his  late  wife  Beverly 
in  her  memory.  The  paintings  have  been 
placed  in  the  vestibule  outside  the.  Select- 
men's meeting  room  in  Town  Hall. 

The  town  was  offered  first  refusal  on 
a  parcel  of  land  on  Silver  St.  owned  by 
Robert  L.  Boyett.  Town  Administrator 
Joe  Kellogg  recommended  and  the  board 
agreed  that  matter  be  tabled  until  a  later 
meeting  to  allow  time  to  obtain  infor- 
mation requested  by  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust.  [See  10/22  notes  for  resolution.] 

Kellogg  explained  that  the  state  Dept. 
of  Environmental  Protection  requires  an 
annual  inspection  of  the  capped  landfill 
on  Barnum  St.  to  ensure  that  the  cap  is 
working  properly.  The  Board  authorized 
White  Engineering,  which  has  done  this 
since  the  landfill  has  been  closed,  to  do  so 
again,  at  a  fee  of  $350  to  $450. 

Ronnie  Bassett,  the  Highway  Super- 
intendent, is  working  on  a  solution  for 
the  intersection  of  Old  Joe  and  Home 
roads,  whose  safety  Selectman  Jim  Col- 
lingwood  has  questioned.  The  solution 
may  include  adding  stop  signs.  The  High- 
way Dept.  has  received  its  new  pickup 
truck.  Road  paving  will  begin  within  the 
next  couple  of  weeks  and  will  include 
paving  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot. 

Administrator  Kellogg  announced  the 
possibility  of  Basset  retiring  and  working 
half  time.  The  position  of  Assistant  High- 
way Superintendent  will  be  advertised  in 
local  papers. 

A  button  has  been  added  to  the  town 
website  labeled  "Recent  Headlines"  to 
make  it  easy  for  users  to  see  new  postings. 

Priscilla  Cote  was  present  to  discuss 
the  parking  problems  with  the  Farmer's 
Market.  Shoppers  are  using  the  parking 
spaces  within  the  Village  Green  and  it 
does  not  leave  enough  parking  for  anyone 
needing  to  complete  errands  along  Main 
St.  She  would  like  to  see  signs  directing 
shoppers  to  park  in  the  Town  Hall  park- 
ing area. 

10/15 — Currently,  the  Cultural  Council 
has  five  members,  one  of  them  a  vacancy. 


Steven  Hyer,  Council  chairman,  recom- 
mends increasing  the  membership  to  seven 
and  appointing  all  three  applicants  for  the 
open  position.  The  board  agreed  and  ap- 
pointed Anne  Dunn,  Trudy  Weaver  Miller 
and  David  Reed.  The  board  also  appoint- 
ed Paul  O'Brien  to  the  Broadband  Access 
Committee  and  Vito  Valentini  to  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Committee.  Board  and 
committee  vacancies  will  continue  to  be 
posted  in  the  Town  Hall  lobby  and  on  the 
town  website. 

The  Senior  Center  Building  Com- 
mittee reports  it  has  reached  a  consensus 
on  a  building  design.  An  informational 
session  to  get  public  input  will  be  held  on 
Oct.  24.  [See  story  on  page  1.]  The  board 
accepted  the  resignation  of  Bill  Browne 
from  the  Committee  and  will  send  him  a 
letter  of  thanks. 

Chairman  Hannum  read  a  letter  from 
Jane  Piatelli,  co-director  of  the  Fifth 
Form  Experience  Program  at  Berkshire 
School,  and  will  attend  a  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss clean-up  projects  Berkshire  School 
would  like  to  do. 

Bids  were  accepted  for  two  surplus 
vehicles:  $459  from  Bay  Ridge  Motors  for 
a  2000  Crown  Victoria,  the  higher  of  two 
bids,  and  $325  from  Ronald  Bassett  for  a 
1996  Ford  F350,  the  only  bid. 

Altogether,  18  applications  were 
received  for  the  Town  Administrator  po- 
sition. The  Search  Committee  reviewed 
them  and  has  recommended  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  appoint  Joseph  A. 
Kellogg  as  Town  Administrator,  pending 
contract  negotiations.  This  was  approved 
by  the  board. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning 
Board  are  planning  a  joint  meeting  to 
discuss  the  master  plan's  Implementation 
Advisory  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion to  form  a  Housing  Commission. 
[See  story  on  page  21.]  Also,  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  has  decided  to  meet  with  the 
Sheffield  members  of  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Regional  School  District  School 
Committee  on  the  first  Monday  of  each 
month  at  6pm. 

Vito  Valentini  submitted  copies  of  five 
questions  about  the  school  budget  situ- 


ation that  he  requested  answered  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  Chairman  Hannum 
provided  the  following  responses: 

♦  The  District  is  operating  with  a 
failed  budget  because  two  towns  did 
not  accept  the  budget  by  the  statutory 
method  of  assessment.  The  School  Com- 
mittee voted  to  send  the  budget  back  to 
the  Superintendent  for  budget  cuts.  If  a 
budget  is  not  approved  before  Dec.l,  the 
state  Dept.  of  Education  will  take  over 
fiscal  control  of  the  District. 

♦  There  is  the  possibility  of  a  Special 
Town  Meeting  to  vote  on  the  Senior 
Center  in  Dec.  or  Jan. 

♦  All  five  towns  have  agreed  to  attend 
a  mediation  session.  This  meeting  will  be 
closed  to  the  public. 

♦  It  is  anticipated  that  all  four  Shef- 
field members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee will  be  present  to  discuss  the  FY  08 
budget  situation. 

♦  The  Sheffield  School  Committee 
members  represent  the  interests  of  Shef- 
field voters. 

At  a  special  working  meeting  that  preceded 
the  regular  10/15  meeting,  abatements  for 
solid-waste  user  fees  and  appointment  of  the 
Town  Administrator  were  discussed. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  the 
current  system  is  cumbersome  and  needs 
to  be  updated.  A  user  fee  should  be  paid 
for  only  by  users  of  the  transfer  station. 
For  the  meeting  abatements  were  broken 
down  into  categories  by  reason  for  the 
application  for  the  Board  to  review. 

Maryanne  Marschat,  615  South  Main 
St.,  requested  that  she  not  be  required  to 
use  a  dumpster.  The  Town  has  just  dis- 
covered that  her  building  contains  three 
units.  Landlords  are  responsible  for  trash 
disposal  for  tenants.  In  the  past  the  Board 
has  required  landlords  to  have  dumpsters 
to  meet  this  requirement.  The  Board 
agreed  to  allow  Marschat  to  purchase  a 
third  transfer  station  permit  instead. 

The  Board  agreed  to  grant  abatements 
for  applicants  that  should  have  been 
billed  at  the  over-age-70  rate,  but  were 
mistakenly  billed  at  the  regular  rate. 

After  discussion,  Administrator 
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Kellogg  suggested  the  owners  of  vacant 
properties  pay  the  fee  in  hill  and  be  re- 
imbursed after  proof  is  provided  that  the 
building  has  been  vacant.  The  burden  of 
proof  would  lie  with  the  property  owner, 

If  only  users  of  the  Transfer  Station  are 
billed,  the  fee  would  increase  to  $129  per 
household  from  the  current  fee  of  $104. 

Recycling  Coordinator  David  Stein- 
dler  will  be  asked  to  a  future  meeting  to 
discuss  specific  abatements  and  how  to 
handle  them  consistently.  Discussion  of 
the  remaining  abatement  applications 
was  tabled  until  that  meeting. 

Joseph  A.  Kellogg  was  present  to  be 
interviewed  for  the  position  of  Town 
Administrator.  The  Committee  ques- 
tioned Kellogg  on  his  interest  in  working 
for  Sheffield,  his  previous  experience,  and 
his  management  style.  Kellogg  responded 
that  Sheffield  has  a  reputation  for  its  pro- 
fessionalism, and  he  has  family  ties  with 


Sheffield.  His  management  style  is  to  be 
a  team  facilitator  using  gentle  persuasion. 
He  has  worked  in  many  positions  in 
municipal  administration. 

Selectman  David  Macy  moved  that 
the  Board  appoint  Kellogg  as  Town 
Administrator  pending  contract  negotia- 
tions. The  motion  carried  unanimously. 

Kellogg  accepted  the  proposed 
appointment,  pending  contract  negotia- 
tions. [He  was  hired.] 

10/22 — The  board  received  a  letter  from 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  indicating  that 
it  would  not  be  requesting  an  assignment 
of  the  Town's  right  of  first  refusal  on  the 
3.002  acres  on  Silver  St.  The  property, 
owned  by  Robert  L.  Boyett,  trustee  of  the 
Cooper  Hill  Farm  Nominee  Trust,  was 
given  tax  relief  under  Chapter  61  A,  the 
Massachusetts  law  designed  to  encourage 
landowners  to  keep  their  land  in  agricul- 
ture by  taxing  it  under  its  current  use,  not 
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law,  the  town  or  its  assignees  have  righi 
of  first  refusal  if  the  land  is  being  sold  for 
other  than  agricultural  use.  Pat  I  (ar- 
ris, with  the  law  firm  of  Cain,  Hibbard, 
Myers,  and  Cook,  was  present  to  ask  that 
the  Board  decline  to  exercise  its  right  of 
first  refusal.  Since  the  town  had  no  inter- 
est in  acquiring  the  property,  the  Board 
so  voted. 

The  board  went  into  executive  session 
to  discuss  mediation  strategy. 

10/30 — Edward  Lord,  candidate  for  the 
position  of  Assistant  Highway  Super- 
intendent, was  present.  Administrator 
Kellogg  advised  that  he  and  Highway 
Superintendent  Ronnie  Bassett  had  in- 
terviewed three  candidates  of  the  six  who 
applied,  and  they  both  recommended 
that  the  Board  appoint  Lord,  based  on 
his  25  years  of  experience  and  excel- 
lent qualifications,  including  his  skills  in 


NOTES  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MEETINGS  WITH  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 


Starting  Oct  I,  Sheffield's  Board  of  Selectmen  are  meeting  once 
a  month  with  Sheffield's  members  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  School  Committee: Jack  Pollitt,  Dek  Tillett, 
David  Steindler,  Susan  Young.  For  more  on  these  issues,  see  the 
story  on  page  6. 

1 0/1 — The  School  Committee  sent  a  letter  to  JeffWulfson 
at  the  Dept.  of  Education  asking  what  happens  if  the  State 
takes  over  the  School  District. Wulfson  has  also  been  invited 
to  attend  a  School  Committee  meeting  to  discuss  this  matter. 

The  five  towns  in  the  district  have  appropriated  funds  for 
the  school,  but  not  all  on  the  statutory  method  of  assessment. 
The  law  states  that  each  town  should  have  put  the  choice 
between  the  statutory  and  alternative  method  on  their  annual 
town  meeting  warrant.  Sheffield  was  the  only  town  to  do  so. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  lowering  the  school  budget 
to  what  each  town  has  already  voted.  Steindler  has  asked 
the  School  Superintendent  to  provide  the  lower  numbers  in 
the  event  that  the  budget  can  be  lowered.  Discussion  ensued 
regarding  the  effects  of  a  budget  cut,  per  pupil  costs,  the  cost 
of  operating  the  smaller  schools  in  the  district  and  voluntarily 
closing  the  smaller  schools. 

The  meeting  discussed  the  costs  of  the  school  choice 
program  and  if  the  District  can  stop  participation  in  it.The 
meeting  decided  that  the  lack  of  communication  between  the 
District  and  Town  Administrator  during  the  budget  process 
contributed  to  the  budget  problems. 

A  mediation  meeting  will  be  held  on  Oct.  25  with  the 
Boards  of  Selectmen  from  Sheffield,  Monterey,  New  Marl- 
borough, Egremont  and  Alford.The  State  Office  of  Dispute 
Resolution  will  conduct  the  meeting,  which  was  set  up  by 
Representative  "Smitty"  Pignatelli, 

Other  topics  discussed  included: 

•The  importance  of  School  Committee  members  from 
each  town  being  aware  of  what  their  town  can  afford  and 
for  School  Committees,  Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee 
members  to  keep  communication  open. 


•  The  cost  of  the  union  contract  for  the  district  becoming 
unaffordable  for  the  towns,  and  that  should  be  an  issue  for 
discussion  in  setting  the  FY09  budget. 

•The  procedure  for  a  town  to  withdraw  from  the  district. 

•Whether  Sheffield  needs  to  vote  again  if  the  school 
budget  changes  and  the  need  to  vote  annually  for  the  assess- 
ment method. 

•  Combining  programs  and  sports  with  surrounding  towns. 

Selectman  Macy  noted  that  Sheffield  has  been  over- 
assessed  for  years  and  that  Sheffield  provides  police  and  fire 
protection  and  maintains  roads  for  the  school. 

I  1/5 — There  are  currently  1,088  children  in  the  district,  of 
whom  771  are  attending  SBRSD,  1 66  "choice  out"  and  go  to 
other  schools  and  151  attend  private  schools. 

The  meeting  started  by  discussing  the  amounts  in  the 
school  budget  that  have  increased  or  are  new  expenses. The 
district  received  more  in  aid  from  the  state  than  was  originally 
anticipated. "School  choice"  funds  are  not  finalized  until  April 
of  the  following  year,  which  is  one  year  behind  the  budget. 
Concerns  were  expressed  about  accepting  school  choice 
children  and  having  to  hire  extra  personnel  to  accommodate 
them. 

The  Superintendent's  public  relations  presentations  are  no 
longer  made  at  the  School  Committee  meetings.  School  Com- 
mittee members  have  requested  that  information  be  sent  out 
ahead  of  School  Committee  meetings  to  allow  members  time 
to  review  the  information. 

Discussion  ensued  on  the  topics  of  Sheffield  being  seen 
as  "negative,"  the  assessment  methods,  and  the  petition  for  a 
Special  Town  Meeting  that  has  been  circulating. 

It  was  agreed  to  explore  the  option  of  sharing  a  superin- 
tendent with  another  school  district. 

A  request  was  sent  home  with  students  asking  parents 
to  oppose  any  budget  cuts.  Everyone  expressed  concerns 
over  this. 
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SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES,  continued  from  page  17 


diesel  mechanics.  Board  members  asked 
several  questions  of  Lord  and  Kellogg. 
The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Lord  to  the 
position  on  terms  to  be  negotiated  with 
the  Town  Administrator. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  an  offer 
from  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis  to  conduct  a 
roadside  cleanup  on  Nov.  11  on  a  two- 
mile  stretch  of  road  to  be  selected  by  the 
Board.  Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  and 
Bassett  will  be  consulted  on  which  roads 
are  most  in  need  of  cleanup. 

The  Board  approved  the  employment 
contract  with  Kellogg  to  serve  as  Town 
Administrator  from  Nov.  5,  2007,  to 
Nov.  4,  2010. 

11/5 — The  Board  granted  Pamela  L. 
Peresada  of  T  &  P  Auctions  a  one-day 
auctioneer's  license  for  an  auction  to  be 
held  at  the  American  Legion  on  Nov.  25. 

Administrator  Kellogg  informed  the 
board  that  the  Berkshire  Housing  De- 
velopment would  be  willing  to  prepare  a 
Community  Development  Block  Grant 
application  for  the  Senior  Center.  The 
application  deadline  is  Feb.  15,  2008. 
Their  fee  of  $6,000  would  be  reimbursed 
if  Sheffield  receives  the  grant.  The  Board 
agreed  to  the  proposal  and  authorized 
Kellogg  to  sign  the  agreement  between 
the  Town  and  Berkshire  Housing  Devel- 
opment. 

Sherry  McDonald  requested 
appointment  to  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission, and  Commission  Chairman 
Jaime  Pomeroy  has  recommended  her 
appointment.  Alexander  Crawford  re- 
quested appointment  to  the  Broadband 
Access  Committee. 

The  Board  approved  an  application 
for  a  curb  cut  at  425  Salisbury  Rd. 

The  Board  agreed  to  support  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  Emergency 
Planning  Committees  Regional  Pandemic 
Flu  Plan  with  several  other  towns.  Prisciila 
Cote  noted  that  Don  Rodder,  a  profes- 
sor from  Simons  Rock  College  in  Great 
Barrington,  would  be  willing  to  make  a 
presentation  to  die  board  on  the  issue. 

Chairman  Hannum  attended  a 
forum  for  the  sixth -grade  essay  contest. 
[See  story  on  page  9.]  She  noted  that  the 
Local  Author's  Day  held  at  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  on  Nov.  3  was  a  success. 

Concerned  citizens  spoke  about  the 
school  budget  situation.  Vito  Valentini 


wanted  the  Selectmen  to  be  aware  of 
the  negativity  that  exists.  Adam  Kerzner 
asked  how  he  could  receive  updates  on 
the  mediation  efforts  with  the  five  towns 
in  the  district.  The  Board  responded 
that  the  mediation  session  was  closed  to 
the  public. 

Martin  Brunnschweiler  would  like  a 
yield  sign  placed  southbound  on  Board- 
man  St.  where  it  intersects  with  Kellogg 
Rd.  Administrator  Kellogg  will  investi- 
gate situation. 

At  a  special  working  meeting  that  preceded  the 
regular  11/5  meeting,  abatements  for  solid- 
waste  user  fees  were  further  discussed,  with  Da- 
vid Steindler,  Recycling  Coordinator,  present. 

Reasons  for  abatement  requests 
include  taking  household  trash  to  a 
business  location,  to  another  location 
within  Sheffield  or  to  a  location  outside 
of  Sheffield  or  because  a  house  is  vacant. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  vacant  prop- 
erties and  how  to  handle  these  abatement 
requests.  Administrator  Kellogg  sug- 
gested that  homeowners  pay  in  full  and 
receive  the  abatement  the  following  year 
if  they  can  provide  proof  that  the  house 
was  vacant  during  the  prior  year.  The 
board  agreed. 

The  past  practice  in  issuing  abate- 
ments was  discussed.  Initially,  anyone 
applying  for  an  abatement  was  charged  a 
recycling  fee,  which  allowed  them  to  use 
the  Transfer  Station  for  recycling  and 
to  participate  in  bulky  waste  and  hazard 
waste  programs.  The  intent  of  charging 
this  fee  was  to  promote  recycling.  Transfer 
Station  attendants  will  be  asked  to  track 
how  many  people  with  the  recycling-only 
stickers  use  the  Transfer  Station. 

The  Town  currently  makes  money 
on  the  metal -recycling  program.  A  past 
paper-recycling  program  allowed  a  hauler 
to  bring  paper  to  the  Sheffield  Transfer 
Station  and  haul  the  paper  to  MRF  at  no 
cost  to  the  town. 

A  system  that  would  charge  by  the 
bag  for  disposal  of  household  waste  was 
discussed.  Administrator  Kellogg  sug- 
gested placing  this  as  a  question  on  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  warrant.  Under 
this  type  of  system,  the  Transfer  Station 
attendants  would  have  to  be  enforcers. 

The  Board  agreed  to  grant  partial  abate- 
ments ($83)  to  residents  who  provide  proof 
that  they  take  trash  to  other  locations. 


11/19 — Tammy  Blackwell,  the  town's 
assessor,  noted  that  the  total  property 
valuation  for  FY08  is  $563,883,846. 
The  total  amount  to  be  raised  is 
$6,691,996.35.  If  a  single  mill  rate  were 
to  be  calculated,  it  would  be  $11.74.  The 
excess  levy  capacity  is  $134,818.65.  The 
Board  agreed  to  approve  a  single  tax  rate 
with  no  discounts  for  FY  2008. 

Narain  Schroeder  from  Berkshire 
Natural  Resources  and  Nate  Best  from 
LandVest  were  present  to  discuss  a 
conservation  restriction  at  the  Donnelley 
property  off  Shunpike  Rd.  The  property 
has  11  land-locked  acres  in  Sheffield, 
with  the  bulk  of  the  property  in  New 
Marlborough.  The  portion  in  Sheffield 
has  no  frontage  and  is  steep.  The  restric- 
tion will  not  change  the  taxes  on  the 
property.  The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  sent 
a  letter  of  support  for  the  restriction.  The 
Board  agreed  to  grant  the  conservation 
restriction. 

The  Senior  Center  Building  Commit- 
tee met  last  week  to  discuss  comments 
from  the  public  informational  session. 
They  decided  on  a  revised  floor  plan,  and 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  meet  with  the 
architect  to  discuss  the  changes. 

Ted  Pitman  submitted  his  resigna- 
tion from  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion. The  Board  voted  to  send  Pitman 
a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  service.  The 
Board  appointed  Sherry  McDonald  to 
the  Conservation  Commission  for  a 
two-year  term  and  Alexander  Crawford 
to  the  Broadband  Access  Committee  for 
an  indefinite  term.  The  Board  denied 
two  solid  waste  user  fee  abatements  for 
vacant  homes.  It  also  granted  a  sign  per- 
mit for  the  Festival  of  Trees  at  the  Stone 
Store.,  from  Nov.  10  to  Dec.  24. 

Chief  McGarry  and  Administrator 

Kellogg  visited  the  intersection  of  Board- 
er 

man  St.  and  Kellogg  Rd.  and  determined 
that  the  intersection  is  marked  as  it 
should  be  and  no  changes  will  be  made. 

Selectman  David  Macy  reminded 
residents  not  to  park  overnight  in  the 
Village  Green  during  the  winter  to  help 
snow  removal  efforts. 

Prisciila  Cote  asked  if  Article  27, 
covering  the  town's  grievance  and  dis- 
charge procedures  and  passed  at  Town 
Meeting  in  Ma)'  2007,  was  binding.  It 
was  explained  that  the  Board  is  respon- 
sible for  personnel  policy  and  would 
take  the  Town  Meeting  vote  under 
advisement  when  the  personnel  policy 
manual  was  updated. 
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NEW  SENIOR  CENTER  SERVICES 


Senior  Center  Director  John-Arthur 
Miller  has  announced  the  start  of  three 
new  services  tor  2008: 

Swedish  chair  massage.  Sessions  will 
be  offered  monthly  starting  Thurs.,  Jan. 
24.  Laura  Frambach,  a  licensed  massage 
therapist  from  Caring  Hands  Massage 
Therapy,  will  be  available  by  appoint- 
ment for  a  consultation  and  massage  at 
a  modest  cost  of  $15.  The  procedure  is 
done  with  the  client  fully  clothed,  and 
the  pressure  varies  according  to  the  needs 
and  wishes  of  the  client.  Laura  says  that 
a  light  touch  can  be  very  beneficial  to 
arthritis  sufferers  and  all  can  benefit  from 
tension  release  through  massage.  This 
could  be  a  wonderful  gift  for  a  friend  or 
family  member. 

Visual  screening*  Dr.  David  Kay,  an 
optometrist  in  Great  Barrington,  has 
offered  to  do  visual  screening  tests  for 
seniors.  The  tests  include  a  visual  acuity 
test,  a  glaucoma  test  and  peripheral- 
vision  testing.  All  are  required  for  renew- 
ing a  driver's  license.  Dr.  Kay  is  offering 


this  service  at  no  cost,  but  people 
should  call  the  Senior  Center  for  an 
appointment.  The  tentative  date  is 
Feb.  6,  3-5pm. 

Financial  advisor,  Sheffield  resi- 
dent Sarah  Williams  founded  SOS — 
Sarah's  Organizing  Services — in  2002 
as  a  way  to  help  elders  maintain  their 
independence.  Beginningjan.  17  she 
will  be  available  through  the  Senior 
Center  to  meet  and  work  with  people 
who  need  help  managing  their  finances, 
from  sorting  their  mail  to  reconciling 
accounts,  paying  bills  and  other  tasks. 
She  is  a  certified  senior  advisor  and  a 
accredited  finance  counselor.  People 
can  call  the  Senior  Center  to  make  an 
appointment  starting  at  9:30am  on 
Jan.  17  to  meet  Sarah  and  discuss  the 
possibilities  at  no  cost. 

You  can  call  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center  at  229-7022  to  find  out  more 
about  these  and  other  programs.  Or 
drop  by  Mon. -Thurs.,  9am-2:30pm,  at 
the  offices  at  Dewey  Hall. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

Annual  Street  List.  The  Annual  Street  List  (Census)  forms  arrive  by  the  second 
week  in  January.  Residents  are  encouraged  to  look  it  over,  make  any  necessary 
changes  and  sign  and  return  it  as  soon  as  possible. With  the  presidential  primary 
coming  in  February,  we  need  accurate  and  current  information. Your  census  form 
has  an  impact  on  your  voting  status. 

Elections.  Town  Hall  is  open  every  weekday  to  accommodate  voter  registra- 
tion. Here  are  deadlines  for  registering  for  the  elections  in  2008: 


Election 

Special  Town  Meeting 
Presidential  Primary 
Annual  Town  Meeting/Election 
State  Primary 
Presidential  Election 


Register  by... 

Sat.,  Jan.  12 
Wed.,  Jan.  16 


To  vote  on... 

Tues.,  Jan.  22 
Tues.,  Feb.  5 


Dates  in  April/May  to  be  determined 
Wed.,  Aug.  27  Tues.,  Sept.  16 

Wed.,  Oct.  1 5  Tues.,  Nov.  4 


If  you  have  any  questions  pertaining  to  elections  or  voter  status,  contact  the 
clerk's  office  during  regular  business  hours. 

Dog  Licenses.  Licenses  need  to  be  renewed  annually.  If  your  dog  is  six  months 
of  age  or  older,  or  you  live  in  Sheffield  at  least  30  days  of  the  year,  licensing  is 
required.  After  May  I ,  a  delinquent  fee  of  $25  per  dog  will  be  implemented  in  addi- 
tion to  your  license  fee.  (This  does  not  apply  to  new  licenses). 

You  can  obtain  a  license  in  person  or  by  mail.  If  your  dog  is  spayed  or  neutered 
the  cost  is  $4.  If  your  dog  is  intact  the  fee  is  $  1 0.  By  mail:  Send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope,  with  a  check  payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  proof  of  rabies 
toTown  Clerk,  PO  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

The  Boy  Scouts  will  hold  their  annual  rabies  vaccination  clinic  on  Sat.,  Mar.  22, 
from  I -3pm  in  the  Town  Hall  Parking  Lot.The  cost  per  vaccination  is  $10. 

Sporting/hunting  and  fishing  licenses  are  available.  Licenses  for  2008  can 
be  obtained  year  round.  For  further  information,  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or 
visit  our  website  at  www.sheffield.ma.gov.  Go  to  the  Town  Clerk's  department  and 
follow  the  link  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife. 


MASTER  PLAN: 
HOUSING  COMMISSION 
PROPOSED 

At  a  December  joint  meeting  with  the 
Planning  Board,  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
voted  to  move  forward  with  the  primary 
recommendation  of  the  Master  Plan 
Implementation  Advisory  Committee 
and  its  Housing  Subcommittee  to  create 
a  dedicated,  permanent  Housing  Com- 
mission to  address  housing  concerns 
affecting  local  residents.  The  commission 
would  be  modeled  on  the  town's  year-old 
Agricultural  Commission.  By-laws  to 
establish  the  Housing  Commission  will 
be  presented  for  approval  at  the  Town 
Meeting  in  May. 

If  established,  the  Commission  would 
begin  work  on  the  secondary  recom- 
mendations of  the  subcommittee.  Those 
include  reviewing  existing  by-laws  and 
recommending  changes  that  promote 
workforce  and  affordable  housing;  identi- 
fying appropriate  areas  for  new  housing; 
participating  in  a  regional  approach  to 
provide  solutions  to  housing  needs;  and 
identifying  and  exploring  housing  and 
community  options. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Plan- 
ning Board  commended  the  members  of  the 
Housing  Subcommittee  for  their  commit- 
ment to  tackling  a  very  difficult  assignment, 
and  thank  them  for  a  job  well  done. 

The  Housing  Subcommittee  will  now 
disband,  as  it  has  completed  its  charge. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  hope  that  some 
subcommittee  members  will  seek  appoint- 
ment to  the  permanent  Housing  Com- 
mission. Members  of  the  subcommittee 
included  Peter  Cherneff,  Glenn  DeVoti, 
Frank  Garretson,  Anna  James,  John  James, 
Maggie  Martin,  Paul  O'Brien,  Kathy  Or- 
lando, Rev.  Annie  Ryder,  Don  Ward  and 
Marilyn  Wightman. 

The  Open  Space  and  Recreation 
Subcommittee  is  in  the  process  of  final- 
izing a  draft  plan  for  the  town  that  can  be 
presented  for  public  and  state  comment. 
The  Selectmen,  Planning  Board  and 
Implementation  Advistory  Committee 
will  schedule  a  joint  meeting  for  the  end 
of  January  to  determine  the  next  Master 
Plan  priority  to  be  addressed. 


Find  out  more  about  your  town! 

Visit  the  Town  of  Sheffield's  web  site 

at  www.sheffieldma.gov 
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Village  Green 


SHEFFIELD  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS  FOR 
ECONOMIC  TASK  FORCE 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  voted  on 
December  17  to  approve  the  formation  of 
an  Economic  Development  Task  Force. 
They  are  seeking  interested  volunteers 
to  participate  and  requesting  funding 
and  technical  assistance  from  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission. 

The  task  force  idea  was  started  by 
recent  discussions  at  Planning  Board 
meetings  regarding  the  limited  uses 
allowed  in  the  general  business  district 
of  town.  The  idea  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  by  Planning  Board 
Chair  Rene  Wood. 

The  Task  Force  will  participate  in 
training  sessions  organized  by  BRPC  and 


You  can  find  minutes  for  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Planning  Board  meetings  at 
the  town  website:  www.shefffieldma.gov. 


Sebastian's  Salon  &  Spa 

Open  Late  Thursdays  12  -  8pm 


Sparkle  &  Shine 

Hot  Oil  Hair  Treatments 
Highlights  in  your  Hair 


Liquid  Mineral  Make-up  &  a  Facial  Sprite 
Cinnamon  or  Mocha  Blush 

Mulberry  RaspberryCherry  Sparkle  Lips 
And  Much  More! 

Whirlpool  Pedicures 
Manicures  &  Paraffin  Dips 

Dr.  Hauschka  Customized  Facials 
for  Men,  Teens,  Women 


Glistens  Glow  With  Us 

Route  7,  Sheffield  •  413-229-0258 


conduct  town-wide  information  meet- 
ings to  seek  input  from  local  businesses 
and  the  community  to  address  economic 
development  issues  and  constraints  for 
doing  business  in  the  Sheffield. 

With  the  process  beginning  in  Janu- 
ary, the  findings  of  the  Task  Force  will  be 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  by 
mid-April. 

Several  local  businesspersons  have 
already  expressed  interest  in  serving  on 
the  task  force.  Anyone  else  interested  in 
seeking  appointment  should  submit  a 
brief  letter  of  interest  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  Selectmen's  attention,  or  send  an 
email  to:  bosoffice@townofsheffield.com. 


FIRE  LOG 

— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

October 

24      Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. 

Alarm  time  2:5 1  pm.  In  service 

2:55pm. 
27      Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics.Alarm 

time  5:55am.  In  service  6: 1  Oam. 

November 

1 6      Smoke  In  building. Alarm  time 

8:26pm.  In  service  8:52pm. 
1 8      Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. 

Alarm  time  1:00am.  In  service 

1:35am. 
27      Wires  down.  Alarm  Time  6:44pm.  In 

service  7:17pm. 

December 

3         CO  detector  activated.  Alarm  time 
1 0:1 8am.  In  service  10:40am. 

1 1  Chimney  fire.Alarm  time  6:03pm.  In 
service  7:06pm. 

1 2  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. 
Alarm  time  5:43am.  In  service 
5:56am. 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


October 

1  Deutsche  Bank  National  Trust  Company  to 
Melissa  and  Peter  Zdziarski,  property  at  212 
Alum  Hill  Rd.,  $64,000. 

2  Berkshire  1 802  House  LLC  to  Daniel  W. 
Rossi  and  Ronald  S.  Smith,  property  at  48  S. 
Main  St.,  $599,000. 

5  Sara  P.  and  Thomas  j.  Battle  to  Hilary  A. 
Sutcliffe,  property  at  445  Alum  Hill  Rd., 
$147,500. 


November 

2        Robert  L.  Boyett  jr.  to  Thomas  and  Wendy 
Orshan  Lawrey,  property  at  1 620  Silver  St., 
$425,000. 

1 4  Eileen  M.  Brennan  to  Gary  M.  and  Janet 
P.  Gilligan,  property  at  4 1  Bow  Wow  Rd., 
$265,000. 

15  Berkshire  Real  Estate  Solutions  LLC  to  Peter 
J.  and  Jeannette  A.Vallone,  property  at  35 1  E. 
Stahl  Rd.,$  1 55,000. 

20      Mark  Godburn  to  Tomcat  LLC,  property  at 
520  Sheffield  Plain,  $299,000. 


BROADBAND  ACCESS:  SURVEY  &  COMMITTEE  UPDATE 


Your  input  is  needed!  A  Broadband 
Internet  Access  Survey  is  being  mailed 
to  all  full-time  residents'  households 
with  the  Town  Clerk's  Annual  Census.lt 
can  be  returned  to  Town  Hall  in  person 
or  by  mail.  Part-time  residents  and 
full-time  residents  can  take  the  survey 
online  at  www.bconnect.org. 

The  survey  is  short  and  should  take 
only  five  minutes  to  complete.  Prepared 
by  Berkshire  and  Pioneer  Valley  Con- 
nects, the  survey  will  assess  the  status 
of  high-speed  internet  access  in  the  four 
western  counties  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Sheffield  Broadband  Access 
Committee  held  its  first  meeting  in  mid- 
December  with  Paul  O'Brien  and  Alex 
Crawford,  the  first  appointees,  joining 
Selectwoman  Julie  Hannum  and  Town 
Administrator  Joe  Kellogg. They  and  the 
other  Selectmen  encourage  all  Sheffield 
residents  to  complete  the  broadband 


access  survey,  online  or  on  paper. 

In  addition  to  discussing  the  survey, 
the  committee  talked  about  the  "Con- 
nects," the  multi-town  task  force  that  is 
taking  shape  to  explore  local  solutions. 
With  legislation  recently  filed  by  Gov. 
Deval  Patrick  calling  for  $25  million  in 
bonds  to  invest  in  broadband  infrastruc- 
ture in  Massachusetts,  the  Connects  are 
coordinating  data  collection  that  will 
help  determine  the  cost  of  providing 
full  access  in  all  communities. They'll 
also  help  test  a  variety  of  technologies 
that  may  eventually  provide  solutions  to 
problem  of  limited  broadband  in  rural 
communities. 

Sheffield  is  seeking  additional 
members  to  serve  on  this  new  commit- 
tee. Interested  persons  should  submit 
a  brief  letter  of  interest  to  the  Select- 
men's attention,  or  send  an  email  to 
bosoffice(5)townofsheffield.com. 
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NEW  FEATURE  IN  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES:  BUILDING  PERMITS 


Starting  with  this  issue,  the  Sheffield  Times  will  be  listing 
building  permits  issued  in  Sheffield  the  way  we  list  real-estate 
transactions  and  activities  of  the  Fire  Dept.The  listings  come 
from  the  public  records  of  the  Sheffield  Building  Inspector 
and  are  presented  with  minimal  editing. 

Fees  paid  for  building  permits  contribute  to  the  general 
funds  of  the  town. The  expectation  is  that  the  fees  will  equal 


or  exceed  the  of  the  building  inspector's  salary  and  related 
expenses.  Lately,  the  major  construction  program  undertaken 
by  Berkshire  School  has  resulted  in  unusally  high  contribu- 
tions to  town  coffers. This  year,  the  school  paid  more  than 
$150,000  in  fees  for  its  hockey  facility  alone. 

Listed  here  are  all  permits  issued  in  2007,  up  to  Dec.  1 3. 
In  future  issues,  we'll  list  permits  as  they  are  issued. 


Date         Owner 


BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  SHEFFIELD  (IN  2007,TO  DEC.  13) 


...:■-.  ■'■.J  Location  I  Description  %:"[  j! 


Est.  value 


1/5 

Chris  Weld 

1640  Home  Rd. 

Basement  remodel 

$50 

$5,000 

1/5 

Patricia  Hewins 

840  Hewins  St. 

Accessory  building 

259 

25.000 

1/12 

John  Graney 

1920  Main  St. 

Paint  room 

50 

12,000 

1/17 

Barbara  Lonno 

675  Salisbury  Rd. 

Reroof 

Baseball  field  dugouts 

25 
58 

9,000 

1/19 

SBRSD 

49 1  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

NA 

1/19 

Wm  Brockman,  Realtor 

238  Main  St. 

Sign  permit 

25 

NA 

1/24 

Danae  Boissevain 

888  Sheffield-Egremont.  Rd. 
1 09  Clayton  Rd. 

Bath  remodel 
Reroof 

50 
25 

17,000 

2/7 

Lovinia  Bonak 

4,800 

2/23 

Louis  Aragi 

1 474  Hewins  St. 

Renewal  of  *06  permit 

0 

NA 

2/23 

Howard  Candee 

638  Foley  Rd. 

New  dwelling 

1,383 

210,000 

3/2 

Christopher  Long 

91  Old  Joe  Rd. 

18  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

Dormer,  insulation,  stairs 
Roof  replacement 

50 
25 

9,000 

3/7 

John  B.Hull 

11,000 

3/7 

Robert  Morin 

1  10  Clayton  Rd.Ashley  Falls 
429  Hewins  St. 

Roof  replacement 
Stove  inspection 

25 
20 

8,000 

3/7 

Don  Worth 

NA 

3/9 

Peter  Driscoll 

191  Miller  Ave. 

Reroof 

25 

7,600 

3/9 

Bruce  Howden 

371  Rannapo  Rd., Ashley  Falls 

Alternations 

168 

40,000 

3/14 

Jeremiah  Bickford 
William  Levin 
Sena  Peck 
T.J.  Fuchs 

1 79  E.  Main  St. 

Alterations 

56 

6,000 

3/21 

570  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

Alterations 

141 

30,000 

3/21 

1 575  Boardman  St. 
649  Main  St, 

Alter  &  repair  porch 
Window  replacement 

50 

25,000 

3/28 

50 

4,000 

3/28 

Robert  Morin 

1  10  Clayton  Rd.,  Ashley  Falls 

Interior  alterations  &  siding 

57 

10,000 

3/30 

Race  Brook  House 

864  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Exterior  door  &  stairs 

50 

4,500 

4/4 

Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

142  Rannapo 

Above-ground  pool 

25 

3,000 

4/4 

Johnston-Jonston 

365  Maple  Ave. 

Reroof 

25 

6,000 

4/4 

John  Hanlon 
Shawn  Grover 
Robert  Derwitsch 
Harvey  Kimmelman 
Robert  Davis 
Howard  Candee 

1 18  Galvin  Farm  Trail 

53  West  Rd. 

24  Nancy  Ln. 

7  Bay  Ln. 

1350  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

638  Foley  Rd. 

Accessory  building 
Alterations  &  reroof 

181 

100,000 

4/6 

133 

23,000 

4/11 

Above-ground  pool 

25 

16,000 

4/13 

Garage 

24'  x  40'  storage  barn 

141 

40,000 

4/18 

115 

60,000 

4/20 

1690  sq.ft. deck 

423 

20,000 

4/20 

Anthony  Consolini 

1  1  1  East  Rd. 

649  South  Main  St. 

24'  x  32'  garage 
Window  replacement 

92 

29,500 

4/20 

Theodore  Fuchs 

50 

4,800 

4/21 

Michael  Pisik 
LisaAtkin 

105  Bears  Den  Rd. 

Addition  and  decks 

203 

185,000 

4/27 

1 49 1  Boardman  St. 

R  &  R  porch 

25 

4,000 

4/27 

TomCat  LLC 

1345  North  Main  St. 

Interior  &  exterior  alterations 

197 

50,000 

5/1 

Berkshire  School 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

Demolition  of  4  buildings 

NA 

28,800 

5/1 

AN  Winston 
Ted  Pittman 
Berkshire  School 

59  Main  St. 

24'  x  40'  R  &  R  barn 

116 

30,000 

5/2 

395  Salisbury  Rd. 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

R  &  R  roof  finishes 
Hockey  rink 

25 

10,000 

5/2 

151,322 

30,000,000 

5/2 

Berkshire  School 

245  Undermountain  Rd  . 

Temporary  tents 

50 

14,400 

5/2 

Danae  Boissevain 
Berkshire  School 
Richard  Magenis 

888  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd. 
124  Undermountain  Rd. 

Kitchen  framing  alterations 
Dixon  House  renovation 

50 

3,000 

5/2 

293 

125,000 

5/2 

43  Elm  Court 

Addition  &  renovation 

110 

85,000 

5/4 

Harold  Hastings 

215  Cross  Rd. 

Reroof 

25 

6,500 

5/4 

Peter  Soules 

1 76  Root  Ln. 

Addition 

156 

50,000 
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Date       I  Owner 


BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  SHEFFIELD  (IN  2007,TO  DEC.  13) 


I  Location  I  Description  I 


Est.  value 


5/8 

TAP  Enterprises 

American  Legion  Post  340 

Temporary  sign 

$25 

$0 

5/9 

Massini 

116  Main  St. 

Window  replacement 
Reroof  &  siding 

50 
57 

2,000 

5/9 

David  Rood 

129  Clayton  Rd.,  Ashley  Falls 

5,000 

5/16 

DaleAlden 

Home  Rd. 

Roof,  alterations  to  interior  and 
deck                                    , 

71 

25,000 

5/16 

Compo  De'  Fiori 

1815  N  Main  St. 

Temporary  tents 

50 

NA 

5/16 

Harold  Hastings 

215  Cross  Rd. 

Entry  addition, 
R  &  R  deck 

137 
2,410 

20,000 

5/18 

Donald  Roeder 

Hillside  Ln.,  Ashley  Falls 

New  modular  dwelling 

368,000 

5/23 

Dorothy  Crockett 
Carl  Bierce 

1 1 89  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 
213  E.StahlRd. 

Replacement  windows 

50 

3,972 

5/25 

R  &  R  roof  finishes 

25 

3,000 

5/30 

Ted  Pittman 

395  Salisbury  Rd. 

6'x  18'  deck 

72 

4,000 

5/30 

Joseph  Cowen 

33  Kellogg  Rd. 

R  &  R  roof  finishes 

25 

7,000 

6/6 

William  Harris 

65 1  Boardman  St. 

R  &  R  accessory  building 

146 

55 

80,000 

6/6 

Fredrick  Bangs 

829  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

Restore  deck,  enclose  with  doors 

20,800 

6/12 
6/12 

James  Wolfe 
Berkshire  School 

946  Hewins  St. 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

New  dwelling 

Addition  &  renovation  for  child 
care 

1,566 
2,944 

237,400 
450,000 

6/20 

Chi  Hui  Badruski 

1 80  E.  Main  St.,  Ashley  Falls 

Door  &  window  replacements 

so 

69 

15,000 

6/22 

Lois  Martin 

94  East  Pike  Rd. 

Garage 

12,000 

6/22 

Tom  Czarnowski 

1 278  Boardman  St. 

Porch 

51 

10,000 

6/22 

Leslie  Sylvan 

175  Main  St. 

Reroof 

25 

20,000 

6/22 

Raymond  Wells 

29  Maple  Ave. 

Siding  replacement 

50 

17,000 

6/27 

Kevin  Wilkinson 

1515  Boardman  St. 

Accessory  building 

192 

56,000 

6/29 

Jeff  Collingwood 
Noreen  Warner 

703  Polikoff  Rd. 
86  Plymouth  Ln. 

Kitchen  addition  &  porches 

138 

55,200 

7/3 

Shed/storage  building 

50 

4,000 

7/3 

Mod-Space  Doucette 

245  N.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Temp  class  rooms 

6,031 

858,322 

7/4 

Janet  Curtis 

38 1  Clayton  Rd. 

Reroof 

25 

3,000 

7/4 

Peter  Hegamen 

229  County  Rd. 

Reroof  &  roof  over  porch 

73 

6,500 

7/4 

Barry  Emberlin 

142  Rote  Hill  Rd. 

Accessory  building 

50 

1.500 

7/17 

Patrice  Dean 

828  Salisbury  Rd. 

New  dwelling 

520 

100,000 

7/18 

Russell  Funk 

385  East  Stahl  Rd. 

Enclose  portion  of  existing  deck 

50 

1,000 

7/20 

Michael  Winn 

301  Salisbury  Rd. 

Modular  dwelling 

1.501 

228,000 

7/20 

TomTighe 

22  Squire  Ln. 

Windows,  siding,  kitchen 

100 

40,000 

7/20 

Sporting  Club 

900  Lime  Kiln  Rd. 

Accessory  building 

69 

6,500 

7/24 

Berkshire  School 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

Berkshire  Hall  demolition 

1,453 

NA 

7/25 

Edward  Surjan 

276  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Insulation 
Sign  permit 

50 
25 

2,710 

7/27 

Rock  Solid 

1345  N.  Main  St. 

NA 

7/31 

Richard  Jamieson 

Clayton  Rd. 

Accessory  building 

312 

15,000 

7/31 

Chris  Weld,  Distillers 

1640  HomeRd. 

Barn  alterations 

224 

10,000 

8/1 

Bruce  Philbrick 

69  Cobble  Ln. 

Windows  &  door  replacement 

50 

3.000 

8/8 

Felipe  Garcia 

505  South  Main  St. 

R  &  R  roof  finishes 

25 

7,700 

8/8 

Seidor 

242  Hickey  Hill  Rd. 

Single  family  dwelling 

4,218 
62 

600,000 

8/10 

Richard  Kitaeff 

565  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Sun  room  on  existing  deck 

10.000 

8/15 

Sandy  Halsey 
Sandy  Halsey 

551  N.  Undermountain  Rd. 
55 1  N.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Deck  with  enclosed  porch 

209 

25,000 

8/15 

36.5'  x  24'  detached  garage 

210 

100.000 

8/15 

Chris  Weld 

1640  HomeRd. 

R&R  roof  finishes  on  barn 

25 

16,000 

8/15 

Merle  Varney 

82  West  Stahl  Rd. 

16'  x  23'  in-ground  pool 

75 

28.300 

8/17 

Stanley  Telensky 

91  ShunpikeRd. 

27  x  25'  addition 

133 

41,000 

8/29 

Joan  Laskoff 

102  Ford  Hill  Rd. 

R&R  roof  finishes 

25 

22,500 

9/5 

James  Collingwood 

593  Home  Rd. 

Demolition,  additions,  alterations 

278 

142,800 

9/5 

Morvin  Allen 

229  Hewins  St. 

Single  family  dwelling 

948 

100.000 

9/7 

Donna  Ross 

77  Clayton  Rd. 

Accessory  storage 

50 

2,000 

9/12 

Deborah  Reich 

1 690  Boardman  St. 

Renovate  dwelling 

354 

50.000 

9/14 

Dominic  Palumbo 

8 1 6  Barnum  St. 

Barn  addition 

so 

3.000 

24 


Date      I  Owner 


BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  SHEFFIELD  (IN  2007.TO  DEC.  13) 


Location  Description 


Est.  value 


9/14 

Richard  Curtiss 

635  Clayton  Rd. 

64  sq.  ft.  deck  with  ramp 

$50 
25 

$2,000 

9/19 

Scott  Bachetti 

1924  N.  Main  St. 

R  &  R  roof  finishes 

4,000 

9/21 

Mass  Audubon 

568  Silver  St. 

Sign  permit 

25 

0 

9/21 

Jan  Berrick 

1212  Boardman  St. 

Addition 

Addition  &  renovation 

50 
50 

5,000 

9/21 

Thos  Czarnowski 

1 278  Boardman  St. 

20,000 

9/22 

Sue  MacVeety/CET 

l65Kelsey  Rd. 

Insulation  &  air  sealing 

50 

1,800 

9/26 

Campo  de'  Fiori 

1815  N  Main  St. 

Temporary  tents 

50 

NA 

9/26 

Philip  Lebowitz 

1 460  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

Screen  porch 

72 
50 

35,000 

9/28 

Paul  Banevicius 

454  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

Porch 

2,500 

9/28 

Ronald  Bassett 

285  Salisbury  Rd. 

28' x  14' deck 

98 

2,500 

9/29 

R.K.  Schaffer 

1  16  Soda  Springs  Ln. 

1 3'  x  56'  in-ground  pool 

75 

72,000 

9/29 

Jim  Law 

545  Plain  Rd. 

Vinyl  siding  &  trim 

50 

15,800 

10/3 

George  &  Lisa  Caul 

383  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

Reroof 

25 

18,200 

10/5 

Christ  Church  Episcopal 

194  Main  St. 

Sign  permit 

0 

NA 

10/5 

Nickales  Ball 

302  Clayton  Rd. 

Window  replacement 
Reroof 

25 
25 

1,000 

10/10 

Glenn  Curtiss 
Michael  Bunanno 

1265  Home  Rd. 
Oak  St. 

8,500 

10/12 

Modular  dwelling 

1,683 

256,000 

10/16 

Joseph  Bracch 
Mary  O'Brien 

660  Shunpike  Rd. 
2 1  Clayton  Rd. 
725  N.  Main  St. 

18'  x  10'  accessory  building 

50 

4,000 

10/16 

Replace  roof  finishes 

Sign  permit 

25 

4,000 

10/17 

Michael  Prentice 

25 

NA 

10/17 

Russ  Gale 
Natale  Marasco 

1 53  Root  Ln. 

1 74  Valley  View  Rd. 

Reroof 

25 

3,000 

10/20 

Demolition 
Reroof 

25 
25 
50 

NA 

10/24 

Mark  Schegel 

115  Blair  Ln. 

3,625 

10/24 

Christos  Papachristodoulou 

20  Hillside  La.,  Ashley  Falls 

Second  floor  alterations 

15,000 

10/24 

Jim  Bennett 

525  Ashley  Falls 

Reroof 

25 
75 

13,500 

10/24 

Hamish  Norton 
Barry  Emberlin 
Paul  Emberling 
Eric  Carlson 

384  Lime  Kiln  Rd. 
599  South  Main  St. 

Inground  pool 

100,000 

10/24 

Reroof  &  repairs 

25 

7,500 

10/24 

70  Pine  Ln. 
209  Pike  Rd. 

Accessory  garage 
Utility  building 

173 

43,200 

10/24 

384 

1  1 2,000 

10/26 

David  Renner  /  H&H  LLC 

18  Elm  Court 

Commercial  alterations 

718 

610,000 

10/26 

Peter  Zdziarski 

212  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

Demolition  of  single  family 
residence 

30 

NA 

10/26 

Ray  Berkery 

275  Canaan  Rd. 

Accessory  shed  with  lean-to 

58 

3,500 

10/31 

Reynolds 

Kenneth  &  Kelly  Spitz 

1 10  Maple  Avenue 

Reroof 

25 

11,000 

10/31 

35  West  Rd. 

Modular  dwelling  addition 

138 

1  1 6,000 

10/31 

Jeff  &  Janice  Wilcoxson 

413  Clayton  Rd. 

Alterations 

50 

5,000 

10/31 

Sidney  Weinstein 

184  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

Addition 

64 

70,000 

11/2 

Paul  Collins 

325  Foley  Rd. 

Additions  and  alterations 

751 

300,000 

11/7 

Susan  Fisher 

East  Rd. 

In-ground  pool 

75 

75,000 

11/7 

Berkshire  School 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

Renovation  &  addition  to 
Berkshire  Hall 

4,872 

15,000,000 

11/14 

Jim  &  Melissa  Noe 

243  Hullett  Hill  Rd. 

Basement  remodel 

50 

4,000 

11/14 

Rhoda  Herrick 

1375  Boardman  St. 

Reroof 

25 

25,500 

11/21 

Natale  Marasco 

1 74  Valley  View  Rd. 

Alterations  and  move  structure 

50 

25,000 

11/21 

Michael  Stevens 

1635  Hewins  St. 

Utility  building 

336 

98,000 

11/21 

Glenn  Curtiss 

1265  Home  Rd. 

Single  family  dwelling 

1,774 

270,000 

11/28 

Shaila  Chowdhury 

725  N.  Main  St. 

Window  &  door  replacement 

50 

6,000 

11/28 

Thos  Lawrey 

Mrs.  Franklin  Curtiss 

Allen  &  Linda  Rosen 

1620  Silver  St. 

685  North  Undermountain  Rd. 

576  Plain  Rd. 

Covered  porches 
Demolition  of  greenhouse 
2-story  addition,  deck,  entry 

140 

30,000 

11/29 

40 

5,000 

12/7 

520 

325,000 

12/7 

Priscilla  Hewins 
Sam  Herrick 

947  Hewins  St. 
86  GlennanaWay 

Sunroom  addition 
140  sq.ft. deck 

65 

18,000 

12/14 

50 

1,000 

12/14 

Berkshire  Products 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

2352  sq.ft.  utility  building 

270 

50,000 

12/14 

TomCat  LLC 
TomCat  LLC 

'520  Plain  Rd. 

Primary  sign 

25 

500 

12/14 

520  Plain  Rd. 

Alterations 

151 

20,000 

12/18 

TAP  Enterprises 

619  N.  Main  St. 

Temporary  sign 

25 

NA 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


FRAMED!,  THE  ONLY  FRAME  SHOP  IN  SHEFFIELD 


Erica  Ryan  purchased  her  picture-fram- 
ing shop,  which  she  renamed  Framed!, 
from  Stephanie  and  Bryan  Kay,  the 
founders  and  prior  owners,  in  2002.  She 
had  worked  for  them  part  time  for  about 
three  years.  They  taught  her  the  ins  and 
outs  of  framing,  which  is  a  lot  trickier 
than  the  casual  observer  might  think. 
(Just  try  it  sometime  and  then  take  it  to 
her  to  do  it  properly.) 

Erica,  who  was  born  and  brought  up 
in  Sheffield,  graduated  form  Miss  Hall's 
School  in  Pittsfield  in  1999.  Then  she 
attended  the  Museum  School  of  Fine 
Arts  in  Boston  for  four  years  where  she 
became  interested  in  art.  She  decided  to 
take  out  a  small  business  loan  and  buy 
the  shop  because,  she  said,  "I  didn't  want 
to  be  a  waitress." 

It  was  a  good  decision.  While  running 
a  frame  shop  can  be  hard  work  and  very 
challenging,  it  is  also  very  satisfying.  She 
is  good  at  her  job  and  feels  a  real  sense  of 


accomplishment  in  finding — or  helping  her 
customers  find — the  perfect  frame  and  mat-- 
ting  for  their  favorite  paintings  and  prints. 
She  loves  making  fine  pictures  even  finer 
and  ho-hum  ones  into  presentable  pieces. 

Business  is  good  and  getting  better. 
Art  is  big  in  southern  Berkshire  County. 
Erica's  largest  single  type  of  customer  are 
professionals — artists  wanting  frames 
for  their  own  work  and  antique  dealers 
who  wish  to  increase  the  sale  price  of  an 
antique  picture  or  mirror. 

Recently,  some  local  framing  shops 
have  gone  out  of  business,  which  has 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
WANTSYOU! 

Send  news,  stories  or  photos.  Sub- 
missions and  suggestions  can  be  sent 
to  sheffleldtimes@hotmail.com  or 
P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257 


reduced  the  competition.  As  a  result, 
Erica  has  been  able  to  pay  off  most  of  the 
small  business  loan,  which  she  had  used 
to  renovate  and  expand  the  shop  and 
finance  equipment  and  supplies  (having 
the  right  framing  equipment  is  critical  to 
success  in  this  business). 

Erica  and  her  helpers  do  all  of  their 
work  in  house,  unlike  many  large  shops 
that  outsource  some  of  their  assignments. 
Erica  has  two  part-time  assistants,  one 
of  whom  is  her  nine:year-old  sister, 
Madison,  a  5th  grader  at  Undermountain 
School  and  an  artist  who  loves  to  frame 
her  own  paintings. 

Erica  is  the  daughter  of  Susan  Rath- 
bun,  a  Sheffield  policewoman.  Anther 
family  member  of  note  is  a  horse  named 
Lexis,  who  lives  in  Monterey. 

The  shop  is  located  next  to  the  Corn 
Crib  on  Rt.  7  and  is  open  Tuesday 
through  Saturday  from  10am  to  5pm. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li- 
tchfield County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413^229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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PRESERVING  SHEFFIELD'S  PAST  TODAY 
FOR  ITS  FUTURE  TOMORROW 

JOIN  AND  BE  PART  OF  THE  EXCITEMENT 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  hours: 
Thursday-Saturday,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  open  Monday  and 

Friday  afternoons,  l:30-4pm, 

and  by  appointment 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

Old  Stone  Store  hours  are  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

and  Sunday,  11a.m.  to  3p.m. 

(Closed  March) 


159  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield.  MA  01257 
Phone:  413-229-2694,  Email:  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Revolutionary-era  loyalists  attend  holiday  party 
The  large  and  noisy  crowd  of  guests  at  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society's  holiday  party  on  Dec.  2  in  the  Dan  Raymond  house 
were  surprised  and  delighted  when  a  large,  imposing  man  in 
an  enormous  bicorn  hat,  white  stock,  waistcoat,  gold-buttoned 
frock  coat  and  sumac- dyed  knee  breeches  stepped  into  the 
room.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  who  was  wearing  a 
short  gown,  two  quilted  petticoats  and  buckled  shoes. 

"It's  George  and  Martha  Washington,"  whispered  Harry  Conk- 
lin  knowledgably  over  the  din. "I  was  hoping  they  would  drop  by." 

"Nonsense,"  said  Society 
president  Marcia  Brolli,"they 
are  loyalists,  not  rebels."  She 
went  on  to  introduce  the 
JPIJL    couple  as  Jonathan  and  Lisa 
Reynolds,  two  of  the  dwin- 
dling but  stubborn  number  of 
adherents  of  King  George  the 
Third  left  in  Sheffield. 

The  Reynoldses,  rare  and 
antiquarian  booksellers  by 
trade,  moved  their  thriving 
business  (called "Dramatis 
Personae")  to  Sheffield  from 
New  York  City  about  13  years 
ago.  They  specialize  in  books 
and  prints  on  the  theatre, 
drama,  conjuring,  the  circus  and 
puppetry.  Their  business,  done 
on  the  Internet,  is  international 
The  Reynoldses  as  an  officer  in  scope  witn  customers  in 

of  Butler's  Rangers  and  a  over  a  dozen  countries  world 

camp  follower  wide.  They  maintain  a  large  and 

fascinating  inventory  of  items  at  their  house  on  Maple  Ave. 

As  a  hobby,  the  Reynoldses  travel  up  and  down  the  east  coast 
appearing  in  period  dress  at  reenactments  and  other  events  relat- 
ing to  the  colonial  and  Revolutionary  War  periods.  They  portray 
either  an  officer  of  Butler  s  Rangers  and  his  wife  or  a  loyalist 
refugee  couple.  They  design  and  make  all  their  costumes. 

When  asked  why  they  play  the  part  of  loyalists  rather  than 
rebels,  Jonathan  responded  that  his  ancestors,  like  many  other 
loyal  supporters  of  the  Crown,  had  been  burned  out  of  their 
homes  in  what  is  now  upper  New  York  State  by  American 
rebels  and  fled  with  their  eight  children  to  Canada.  Said  Jona- 
than, "It  was  not  only  the  loyalists  who  were  burned  out  by  the 
perfidious  Yankee  Doodles,  but  the  betrayed  natives  as  well." 

Besides,  their  uniforms  and  other  costumes  are  more 
colorful  and  magnificent  than  those  of  the  usually  homespun 
clad  rebels.  Strangely  enough,  Lisa  is  a  descendent  of  General 
Israel  Putnam,  the  famous  Revolutionary  War  hero  on  the 
victorious  side.  — Peter  Rowntree 

Coming  events 

"What's  it"  night  with  Chris  Coenen  and  others.  Can  you 
identify  these  old  time  tools  from  your  house,  barn,  and  shop? 
Can  you  stump  the  experts  with  your  unusual  treasures?  Hqw 
to  use  the  objects  and  tools  that  our  ancestors  left  behind  often 
falls  by  the  wayside.  Fri.,  Jan  1 1 . 

Strategic  planning  meeting  for  the  Board  of  Directors.  It  will 


Catherine  Miller  speaks  as  a  former  resident  of  Sheffield  at  one  of 
the  annual  "spirit  walks"  at  Undermountain  Cemetery  on  Oct.  13. 

take  place  at  Landmark  Volunteers  on  Route  7  Sat.,  Feb  16. 

February  program.  In  February,  the  Historical  Society  will 
join  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  Construct  for  an  infor- 
mational panel  discussion  on  the  Community  Preservation  Act, 
which  towns  can  adopt  as  a  resource  to  fund  historic  preserva- 
tion, open-space  protection  and  affordable  housing.  For  more, 
see  page  30.  Sat.,  Feb.  23,  2-4pm. 

— Joanna  fennings,  Administrator 
The  Dan  Raymond  House  is  open  for  by  appointment  November  to  April. 
The  Stone  Store  is  open  on  weekends  (Saturday,  10am-2pm;  Sunday, 
llam-3pm),  or  by  appointment.  The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is 
open  Monday  and  Friday,  l:30pm-4 pm.  To  make  an  appointment,  call 
229-3682.  The  Society  office  is  open  Tuesday -Thursday,  11  am -4pm.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main 
Street,  PO  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  0125,  229-2694,  or  email  shs@shef 
fieldhistory.org.  Visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.sheffeldhistory.org 
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,  lecialized  Sandwiches, 
is,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 


,ery  *  Beer*  Wine*  Groceries 

South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


NEWWEB  SITE  FOR 
NEIGHBORGOODS 

Neighborgoods  was  created  to  sell 
locally  made  products  at  a  reason- 
able price,  with  each  artisan  getting  a 
fair  amount  for  their  work. The  store 
carries  everything  from  fine  art  to 
folk  art,  books,  CD's,  pottery,  wood- 
working, jewelry,  clothing,  candles, 
bags,  cards,  and  dolls.  Now,  thanks  to 
its  new  web  site,  it's  easy  to  find  out 
when  new  items  have  arrived.  Neigh- 
borgoods is  located  at  1 05  Main  St. 
(Route  7)  in  Sheffield.  Hours  vary  sea- 
sonally so  visit  their  website  at  www. 
neighborgoodslocalcreations.com,  or 
call  for  information  at  229-5941. 


Advertise  in  a 
hometown  paper! 

Contact  Tara  White 

at  229-7754  or 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for 

rates  and  information 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  RAMBLE 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  property  of  the 
Trustees  of  Reservations  (TTOR),  it  was 
decided  to  submit  a  regular  column  to  the 
Sheffield  Times.  The  idea  is  to  raise  the 
awareness  of  the  assets  and  needs  of  this 
wonderful  local  resource,  which  is  sometimes 
taken  for  granted  and  desperately  needs 
volunteer  help. 


The  inaugural  effort  will  be  in  verse, 

So  please  don't  curse, 

Or  call  a  hearse. 

You'll  only  make  it  worse. 

With  apologies  to  Longfellow.Thoreau  and 

Melville, 
And  especially  to  the  eminent  Bryant,  Bill: 
We  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  poets  four, 
And  hope  they  don't  smite  us  with  blood 

and  gore. 

Down  south  of  town  we  have  a  treasure, 

It's  known  as  the  Cobble, 

A  rare  outcropping  where  the  rabbits  are 

hopping 
And  the  turkeys  gobble, 
And  the  beauties  are  such  that  is  makes  your 

knees  wobble. 
This  property  is  owned  by  the  TTOR, 
A  group  which  is  thought  to  be  from  afar. 


But  it's  only  in  Stockbridge,  up  the  river  by  boat 
To  the  big  house  which  once  was  the  home  of 

Joe  Choate, 
(And,  to  continue  the  fable,  the  ghost  of  his 

daughter  Miss  Mabel.) 

The  TTOR  are  wonderful  stewards, 
Who  work  like  .sailors  on  a  reach  to  the 

leeward. 
But  help  is  needed  from  the  residents  of 

Sheffield 
So  the  descendents  of  Shay's  can  visit  from 

Springfield 
And  enjoy  the  Cobble, 
And  watch  their  knees  wobble. 

We  need  volunteers  to  help  with  trail  clearing, 
And  to  give  these  visitors  a  warm  and  good 

hearing. 
So  the  professional  people  can  be  freed  from 

the  hobble 
Of  having  to  work  all  the  time  at  the  Cobble. 

So  be  of  good  cheer,  there's  work  through 

the  year, 
So  much  to  be  done,  and  most  of  it  fun. 
Please  call  Rene  Wendell,  who's  in  charge  of  the 

Cobble, 
And  tell  him  your  knees  are  a-wobble, 
At  thoughts  of  the  ghost  of  Miss  Mabel, 
And  of  helping  those  workers  so  quick  and 

so  able. 

— Twiggs  Meyers 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  EVENTS 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329 -acre  property  ofT\->e  Trustees  of  Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd. 
in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  9am-4:30pm  (closed  Sundays  and 
Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  For  more  information,  call  229-8600. 


Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays 

Sat.,  Jan.  5,  1 2,  1 9, 26  and  Feb.  2, 9,  1 6, 23,  1 0am-4pm. 
Climb  Hurlburt's  Hill,  then  slip,  slide,  sled,  ski  or  trek  back  to 
the  warmth  of  ourVisitor's  Center  and  enjoy  complimen- 
tary coffee,  tea,  and  hot  chocolate.  Members  and  Sheffield 
residents:  free.  Nonmembers:free  with  admission.  No  dogs 
please. 

Winter  Fun  with  Nature 

Grades  l-3:Sat.Jan  5  &  1 2; Grades  4-6: Sat. Jan  I9&26. 
10:30-1 1:30am  at  the  Sheffield  Library  and  !:00-2:00pm  at 
the  Cobble 

Join  naturalists  at  the  Library  and  the  Cobble  to  explore, 
learn  and  create,  indoors  and  out.  Parents  are  welcome  to 
join  the  fun.  Free  to  Sheffield  Residents.  Please  register  with 
the  Library:  229-7004. 

Into  the  Woods 

Sat.,  Feb.  2  &  1 6,  I  I  am- 1 2:30pm. 

Join  us  by  foot,  snowshoe,  sled  or  ski  to  explore  the  win- 
ter landscape  and  discover  what  makes  the  Cobble  such  a 


special  place. The  gentle  pace  and  interactive  activities  will  be 
enjoyable  for  a  wide  range  of  ages  and  abilities.  Members  and 
Sheffield  residents: free.  Nonmembers:  free  with  admission. 
No  dogs  please.  Please  RSVP  to  the  Cobble. 

Fresh  Ink:  Nature  Writing  Workshop 

Sat.Jan.  5  &  1 9,  Feb  2  &  1 6, 2:30-4:00pm. 
Meet  alternate  Saturdays  for  contemplative  walking,  looking 
and  listening  outdoors  and  brief,  writing  exercises  indoors. 
We'll  cultivate  a  fresh,  spontaneous  response  to  moment  and 
place.  Writers  of  all  levels  welcome.  Members  and  Sheffield 
residents:  free.  Non-members:  $5.  Please  RSVP  to  the  Cobble. 

Reading  the  Sense  of  Place 

Satjan  1 2  &  Jan  26,  Feb  9  &  23, 2:30-4:00pm 
A  new  Saturday  afternoon  book  group  meets  every  other 
week  to  explore  cultural  and  natural  landscapes  of  the 
Southern  Berkshires  as  depicted  in  various  books,  poems  and 
essays.  First  we'll  brainstorm  ideas  for  a  reading  list,  and  then 
we'll  choose  what  to  read.  free.  Please  RSVP  to  the  Cobble. 
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KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


¥Al  events.  The  Annual  Radiothon  took 
place  on  Oct.  19.  Mike  Kirchner  and  Dave 
Smith,  Sr.,  were  the  on-air  personalities 
with  backup  from  Dick  Goodwin.  The 
final  tally  came  to  $4,830.  Great  job! 

Princess  Kiwi  (the  Kiwanian  Kafe)  was 
rolled  into  the  Great  Barrington  Senior 
Center's  parking  lot  on  Oct.  20  to  help 
celebrate  its  25th  anniversary.  Just  over 
$380  in  food  and  drink  was  sold.  Princess 
Kiwi  will  be  back  in  the  spring! 

The  Bowling  Tournament  fundraiser 
that  ran  Oct.  20  through  Nov.  4  raised 
$3,900  overall.  The  money  goes  to  support 
youth-group  activities. 

Shoe  boxes  and  tote  bags.  We 
shipped  more  than  70  Shoe  Box  Gifts, 
more  than  in  2006,  to  the  House  of 
Father's  in  Boone,  NC.  Eight  million 
children  across  the  world  will  receive  one 
of  these  boxes. 

The  Kiwanis  Pediatric  Trauma  Insti- 
tute in  Boston  held  its  Open  House  on 


Dec.  1  and  the  tote  bags  sewn  by  Sheffield 
Kiwanian  members  were  delivered.  The 
bags  contain  toothbrushes,  toothpaste, 
snacks,  combs,  tissues,  magazines  and 
more  and  are  given  out  to  families  who  are 
facing  an  emergency  and  didn't  have  time 
to  bring  provisions  for  an  extended  stay. 

Holidays  and  feasting.  The  Culinary 
Arts  students  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School 
hosted  their  annual  luncheon  for  Senior 
Citizens,  and  the  Kiwanis  supported  the 
event  with  a  $250donation. 

Another  donation  of  $250  was  given  to 
the  Barrington  Community  Action  Office 
for  Thanksgiving,  along  with  turkeys  and 
vegetables  donated  to  the  local  food  pantry. 

Once  again,  it  was  another  successful 
year  for  the  gourmet  nuts  sales. 

Our  Kids'  Christmas  Party  took 
place  at  Dewey  Hall  on  Dec.  9.  Some  30 
children  and  their  parents  attended.  Once 
again,  Cathy  Finkle  joined  in  the  festivities. 
The  children  had  the  most  fun  making 


their  own  Christmas  cards. 

Raffle.  The  Scholarship  Raffle  tickets 
are  selling  at  full  force  now.  Tickets  are  $50 
each  for  the  first  prize:  a  4x4  GMC  Sierra 
truck.  The  drawing  will  take  place  at  Limey's 
Restaurant  on  Valentine's  night,  Feb.  14. 

Meeting  notes.  Guest  speakers  at 
recent  meetings  included  George  Del  isle, 
editor  of  the  Yankiwanian  magazine,  and 
Kathy  McKnight  from  Recordings  for  the 
Blind  in  Berkshire  County. 

"Kiwanian  of  the  Week"  is  a  new  pro- 
gram added  by  President  Dave.  The  follow- 
ing Kiwanians  were  recognized  for  efforts 
in  October:  Joe  Todd,  Dick  Goodwin,  Dave 
Smith,  Sr.,  Rania  Benoit,  Jane  Berger.  In 
November:  Pat  Hardisty,  Dennis  Hankey 

New  home  for  soup  kitchen.  Through 
relentless  effort  by  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  the 
Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen  has  a  new 
home,  the  American  Legion  Hall  in  Shef- 
field, and  serves  Thursdays  at  5:15pm. 

— Gretta  Willig 


NEWS  FROM  THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY 


The  Berkshire  Taconic  Landscape  Program  of  The  Nature 
Conservancy  had  a  busy  year  in  2007.  Jess  Toro,  Conservation 
Program  Manager,  completed  a  year-long  Conservati  on  Action 
Plan  for  rare  species  protection  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut 
and  New  York.  The  plan  is  an  example  of  the  Conservancy's 
strategic,  science-based  planning  process,  dubbed  "Conservation 
by  Design,"  which  identifies  the  landscapes  and  seascapes  that, 
if  conserved,  promise  to  ensure  the  greatest  biodiversity  over 
the  long  term. 

A  previous  result  of  Conservation  by  Design  is  the  Weed- 
It-Now  program,  the  most  extensive  invasive  species-removal 
program  in  the  Northeast.  The  program,  now  entering  its  fifth 
year,  was  developed  to  help  owners  of  large  parcels  of  land.  It 
has  treated  over  7,000  acres  on  75  properties  in  the  Southern 
Taconic  range. 

Easy  way  to  keep  informed.  You  can  keep  informed  about 

P      —      —      —      —      —      —      —      —      —      —      1 


SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
AND  YOUR  BUSINESS! 

An  ad  this  big  costs  only  $15  per  issue, 
with  discounts  for  advertising  in  more. 


!.---._—..-.-.-.-»--« 


The  Nature  Conservancy's  work  in  Massachusetts  and  across 
the  world  by  joining  the  Great  Places  Network  at  Nature.org/ 
MyPage.  You'll  receive  a  free  monthly  e-newsletter  filled  with 
the  latest  conservation  news,  recent  success  stories  and  informa- 
tion about  places  you  care  about. 

Another  way  to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  happening  on 
the  ground  is  to  spend  time  outdoors  in  one  of  the  spectacular 
landscapes  our  members  have  helped  us  protect.  Join  us  for  a 
late-winter  snowshoe  outing  on  Mount  Washington  on  Sat., 
Mar.  8,  10-1 1:30am.  For  more  information  or  to  sign  up,  con- 
tact Allison  Lassoe  at  alassoe@tnc.org  or  229-0232  x229. 

— Allison  Lassoe 
The  mission  ofTNC  is  to  preserve  the  plants,  animals  and  natural  com- 
munities that  represent  the  diversity  oj  life  on  Earth  by  protecting  the  lands 
and  waters  they  need  to  survive.  Its  headquarters  jor  the  tri-state  region 
are  in  Sheffield  at  the  Tatkon  House  at  404  LeGeyt  Rd. 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 

Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 


413-528-4201~Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  4 13-229-8061 -Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


PANEL  ON  THE  STATE'S  COMMUNITY  PRESERVATION  ACT 


In  February,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
will  share  the  stage  for  its  10th  annual 
Winter  Lecture  to  present  an  informa- 
tional panel  and  slide  discussionon  the 
Community  Preservation  Act,  a  resource 
that  towns  in  Massachusetts  can  adopt 
to  create  a  locally  controlled  source  of 
funds  for  local  historic  preservation, 
affordable  housing,  open  space  protec- 
tion and  public  recreation  projects. 
Other  community  groups  will  be  co- 
hosting  the  event,  including  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  and  Construct  Inc.,  a 
group  dedicated  to  developing  affordable 
housing  in  South  County.  The  event  will 
take  place  on  Sat.,  Feb.  23,  from  2  to  4 
pm  at  Dewey  Hall. 

r — — — ~~ ~~ — =— ~ ~ ~ ^^ — — ~ ~ 

BUY  LOCAL! 

Advertisers  in  the  Sheffield  Times  are  local 

businesses.  Please  support  them  the  way  they  support  us, 

and  tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  these  pages! 


Of  the  351  cities  and  towns  in  the 
state,  127  towns  have  adopted  the 
Community  Preservation  Act  so  far, 
including  Lenox,  Stockbridge  and  Wil- 
liamstown  in  Berkshire  County.  Towns 
have  used  the  funds  for  a  wide  variety  of 
projects,  including  restoring  town  halls, 
installing  handicapped  access  ramps, 
building  ball  fields,  repairing  cemetery 
stones,  building  housing  and  protecting 
farmland  and  scenic  landscapes. 

The  act  provides  state  funds  to  match 
funds  raised  by  towns  through  a  small 
surcharge  on  real  estate  taxes  to  create  a 
town's  Community  Preservation  Fund, 
which  is  controlled  locally,  not  by  the 
state.  Each  year  a  minumum  of  10  per- 


Real  Estate  Transfers  are  on  page  22 
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cent  of  the  fund  must  be  set  aside  for  or 
spent  on  historic  preservation,  affordable 
housing  and  open  space.  The  remaining 
70  percent  can  be  spent  or  reserved  for 
future  use  for' those  three  areas  and  also 
for  public  recreation,  according  to  the 
community's  wishes. 

The  panelists  will  include  people  from 
Berkshire  County  and  other  parts  of  the 
state  with  experience  on  how  the  Commu- 
nity Preservation  Act  works,  its  costs  and 
benefits  and  how  communities  around  the 
state  and  in  the  Berkshires  have  been  using 
funds  from  the  program.  Attendees  will 
have  a  chance  to  ask  questions. 

As  is  customary  at  the  Winter 
Lecture,  a  wide  variety  of  homemade 
refreshments  will  be  served  after  the 
dicussion,  and  people  will  have  the 
change  to  speak  informally  with  the 
panelists.  Look  for  more  details  closer 
to  the  event  in  fliers  and  local  papers. 
For  more  information  contact  the  Land 
Trust  at  229-0234  or  shefland@bcn.net. 
More  information  on  the  Community 
Preservation  Act  is  available  at  www. 
communitypreservation.org. 


"Money  Does  Grow  on  Trees" 

Are  rising  real  estate  taxes  getting  harder  to 
pay?  If  you  own  wooded  property,  the  answer 
may  be  as  close  as  your  trees. 

R.J.  Beham  Forest  Products  specializes  in 
harvesting  trees  in  an  environmentally  sen- 
sitive manner.  Out  experienced  crews  arc  li- 
censed and  insured,  and  our  diverse  log  mar- 
kets allow  us  to  offer  you  the  hightest  prices 
for  your  standing  timber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  no -cost,  no -obli- 
gation evaluation  of  your  forest,  give  our  li- 
censed forester  a  call  at  (413)  229-2182,  or 
stop  by  our  log  yard  at  53  Clayton  Road, 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  and  we  will  be  happy  to  ar- 
range a  site  visit. 


30 


Calendar  Page 


January 

5  Concert  at  Dewey  Hall,  7:30pm  (p.  1 1 ) 

6  Skate  at  Berkshire  School,  p.  6  (p.  1 7) 

1 0  Children's  Chorus  at  Dewey  Hall,  5:30pm  (p.  2) 

1 1  "What's  It"  night  at  Historical  Society,  p.  27 
13  Skate  at  Berkshire  School 

20  Skate  at  Berkshire  School 

2 1  MARTIN  LUTHER  KING  DAY 

22  Special  Town  Meeting  at  high  school,  (p.  I) 
27  Skate  at  Berkshire  School 


February 

2    Concert  at  Dewey  Hall, 7:30pm  (p.  1 1) 
Skate  at  Berkshire  School 
Visual  screening  at  Senior  Center,  3pm  (p.  21) 
1 0    Skate  at  Berkshire  School 

14  VALENTINE'S  DAY 

1 5  Sheffield  Times  deadline  for  events  and  ads 

1 7  Skate  at  Berkshire  School 

18  PRESIDENTS' DAY 

23  Community  Preservation  Act  Panel,  2pm  (p,  30) 

24  Skate  at  Berkshire  School 
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See  also  the  listings  for  Bartholomew's  Cobble  on  p.  25 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEPENDS 
ON  COMMUNITY  SUPPORT 

If  you  send  a  donation,  we'll  mail  a  year's  worth  of  issues  to 
you.  Donations  are  tax-deductible.  Use  the  coupon  below. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number -i.e.  "1sl,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.    *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  7s1,  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Tues.  7am-1pm 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview 
Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  1pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30am 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (Wed.,  Feb.  13,  instead  of 

Valentine's  Day) 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-7pm 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,  YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of  _ 


made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
Lj  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
LJ  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


l_]  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail  uniess  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent,  and  we  won't  add  to 
your  recycling  pile!  Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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NOTE  TO  OUR  READERS 

With  this  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times,  we  are  mailing  the  newsletter  with  our  new  bulk  mail  permit  instead 
of  first-class  postage.  Sheffield  residents  should  find  no  difference  in  delivery  time.  Ashley  Falls  residents 
will  probably  get  their  copies  a  day  later  than  before. Those  receiving  the  Sheffield  Times  in  other  states 
may  find  the  delay  longer.  We  will  note  the  mailing  date  above  the  Thank  You's  on  this  page.  Because  the 
issue  includes  the  warrant  for  the  special  town  meeting,  it's  being  mailed  to  all  addresses  in  Sheffield  and 
Ashley  Falls.  Future  issues  will  be  mailed  according  to  the  usual  practice — to  those  whose  donations 
indicate  they  want  to  get  a  copy  in  the  mail. 

By  switching  to  bulk  mailing,  the  Sheffield  Association,  publisher  of  the  Sheffield  Times,  will  save  over 
$1,000  a  year  in  postage,  a  significant  amount  for  a  nonprofit  publication  with  lean. finances.  Each  issue  of 
the  SheffieldTimes  costs  about  $2,000  to  produce  and  mail  and  carries  about  $400  worth  of  advertising. 
The  remainder  of  the  per-issue  cost  is  paid  for  by  donations  from  the  community.  Lately,  costs  of  printing, 
mailing  and  insurance  have  been  increasing,  so  we're  looking  to  pare  our  expenses. We  greatly  appreciate 
the  comunity's  support  in  both  enthusiasm  and  contributions.  Below,  we  acknowledge  recent  donations, 
with  our  immense  gratitude. 

If  you'd  like  to  help  support  your  community  newspaper,  send  your  contribution  with  the  coupon 

on  page  3  I .  Contributions  are  tax-deductible.  As  noted  above,  people  who  donate  can  receive  a  year's 

worth  of  issues  in  the  mail.  _.      .  ...  ...      v       ,  .  „    ,  .      _,    _  IJT. 

— Thanks,  and  Happy  New  Year  from  the  staff  of  the  SheffieldTimes 
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Date  mailed:  January  4 


THANKYOU! 

To  our  recent  contributors  listed  below  and  to 

everyone 

who  has  helped  to  keep  the  She 

ffieldTimes  going! 

If  we  missed  anyone, 

we'll  catch  you  in  the  next  issue. 

Karin  &  Allen  Altman 

Marcia  and  Bruce  Fowle 

Allison  Lassoe 

Judy  Schnurr 

Pamela  Bartholomew  Armstrong 

Joyce  Y.  Freundlich  & 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  M.  Lazarus 

Kenneth  &  Rebecca  Schopp 

Ann  Barrett 

Norman  Schnayer 

Elise  B.  Lufkin 

Andrea  Scott  &  Rob  Jenter 

Teressa  Bellizzi 

Barbara  Friedman  and  Robert  Dow 

Susan  Lushing 

Tony  Sheldon  &  Julie  Berriault 

Anne  Marie  and  Jonathan  Berger 

Frank  Garretson  & 

Jeanette  Mall  &  Stuart  Fischer 

Painted  Porch  Antiques 

Berkshire  Choral  Festival 

Helen  Bray-Garretson 

Barbara  and  Norman  Margolis 

Millie  &  Marcel  Tenebaum 

Marcia  Brolli 

John  and  Frances  Gattuso 

Storrie/McCain 

Robert  &  Rebecca  Thomas 

Bill  Browne 

C  &  B  Ghitman 

Katie  Woodhouse  &  Binney  Meigs 

Jo  Jean  Travis 

Barbara  and  Patrick  Burns 

Mike  Giulian 

Fran  Mercurio 

Sabina  Ullrich 

Millie  and  Lo-Yi  Chan 

Sharon  Gregory 

Catherine  &Jim  Miller 

Loet  &  Edith  Velmans 

Janet  E.  Chase 

Wiliam  Grief  and  Leonard  G 

raziano 

Howard  S.  Mott,  Inc. 

Diana  &  Henry  Vollmer  III 

Sally  Cook 

Amy  Rudnick  &  Ben  Hillman 

Elisabeth  H.  O'Connor 

David  &  Barbara  West 

Dick  Coon  Construction,  LLC 

Liz  Hobby  &  Kevin  Rueger 

OleT.J.'s  Antique  Barn 

Elsie  West 

Catie  Carolan  and  Connie  Cooper 

Art  and  Anne  Hyatt 

Elaine  &  Fred  Panitz 

Marilyn  &  John  Wightman 

F.  Robert  Wheeler,  Jr. 

Charles  H.  Joch.Jr. 

Ray's  Auto  Parts,  LLC 

H.  Dennis  Sears  &  Rene  Wood 

Susan  and  Philip  Detjens 

Athena  &  Richard  Kimball 

Peter  &  Ellen  Rowntree 

Anne  &  Kerry  Douglas 

John  &  Dorothy  Koneazny 

Ken  Safian  and  Naomi  Gross 

...and  five  donors  who  wish  to 

Betsy  and  Michael  Ebenstein 

Thaddeus  &  Maria  Kubis 

Bernie  &  Shellie  Schneider 

remain  anonymous 
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